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THE PRESIDENT: I have an announconont to makc, 

The Tribunal orders that any of the evidence takcn on Comission 
which the Defense Counse ol or the Prosccution wisn to use shall be orfercd in 
evidence by them. This evidence will then bocono a part of the rccord, 
oo any objcctionse 

Counsel for the organizations should begin to make up tacir docunent 


+ 


books as soon as possible and put in their requests for translaticns, 


DR, STAHER (Counsel for the dcfendant Goering): ith reference to 
the events at Kat the Indictnent contains only the remark that in Septcnber 
, I 
19l1, 11,000 prisoners of war who were Polish officcrs were killed in the woods 
of Katyn ncar Smolensk, The Russian Prosscution did not submit the dctails 
until the scssion of 1l February 19:6, and on that date, the docuncnt USSR 5l 


^) d 


vas subnitted to tho Tribunal, the docunent is an cfficial report from the 


ixuraordinary State Comission, which was given tho task of investisating the 
caso of Katyn, This Commission, after -- 
THE RESIDENT: Dr, Stahnor, the Tribmal are aware of the docunent, 


and they only want you | to call your evidenco; that is all. 


Die STAHMER: I only wanted to add, iir, President, that according to 


O 


this document, there are two accusations: one, that tho tino of the killing 
tho Polish prisoners of war was the autumn of 1941, and the second s tatenont i: 
that the killing was carricd out by sone Gorman military authority, which was 

using the canouflace of tho staff of the Enzinoor Batallion 527, 


Tis PRESIDENT: That is in the document, is it not? I have just to. 


you we know the document. We only want you to call your cvidonco, 


MTM 


DR, STAHMER: Then, as my first witness, I shall call Colonel Friedr’ 
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Ahrens to the witness stand. 

DR. SIEMMRS (Counsel for defendant Raeder): Mr. President, I have a 
request before the beginning of the evidence in the case of Katyn. The 
Tribunal decided thn. three witnesses would 5o heard, and it hinted that in 
the interest of equality, tho Prosecution could only produce thrce witnesses, 
either by means of dircct examination or by means of an affidavit. In the 


interest of that sano principle of equality, I should be interested if tho 


ES 


oovict Dolozation, as well as tho Defense, should, before tho beginning of the 
evidence, stato the names of their witnesses. The Defense have supplicd the 
nazies of the witnesses weeks ago. nfortunately, until now, I have still not 
con able to hear the sano from tho Sovict Delegation. It is after all in the 
interest of the principle of cquality between the Defense and the Prosccution 
that wo should hear the names of the witnesses. 
THE PRESIDENT: General Rudenko, werc you going to give mo the nanes 
of the witnesses? 
GENERAL RUDSNKO: Yes, lire President. We reported to the General 
Secrotary of tho Tribunal that tho Sovict Prosccution intends to call threo 
witness@s to the stand: Profcssor PrgSorovsky, vho is tho Chicf of the iicdical. 
Legal Exports Commission; the Bulgarian subject, iiarkov, who was a monber of 
the so-called International Commission created by the Gormans; and Professor 
Bagilovsky, who is the former mayor of Smolensk during the tinc of the German 


occupations 


FRISDRICH AHRENS, a witness, took the stand and testificd as follows: 
BY THE PRESIDEN 


Q Will you state your full nanc? 


À Friodrich Ahrens. 
Q Will you repeat this cath after ne: 


I swear by God, the alnicghty and Omniscicnt, that I will speak the puro 
truth and will withhold and add nothing, 
(The witness repeated the oath.) 


THE PRESIDENT: You nay sit downe 
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DIRECT BAA TWAT ION 
BY DR, SPAHR: 
Q Lire Jitness, did you, as a profossional officer in the Geman arncd 


forces, participate in the sccond World Var? 


À Yos, of course; as 2 professional officer I did participate, 
Q And what rank did you havo at the ond? 
à it tho ond I was a cclonol, 


sore you staticned in tho astern Theater of war? 


A LOS ® 

Q In what capacity? 

A I vas tho comwnding officer of a signal roginzont of on ary group. 
() what wore thc tasks of your rorinont? 

A The signal regiment of an ary group had tho task of iainuoiningz tho 


communications between the army group and the noichborin; units and subordinate 


units, anc to kccp thon up, as woll as to establish the necessary communications 


مهل 


71 


aich vcrc 2660006 for defending opcrations, 


$ 


d Did your resinont have any special tasks apart fron that? 
ih No, with the cxcoption of the duty to defend thensclves, to do 


E] 


cvorythinz in ordcr to prevent an assault attack, and tg do cvorythins to 
defena themsclves in such a manner, with the forces at their disposal, that the 
capture of the roginont should be prevented. 

this was particularly important for a signal recinent of an arry Group and 
its position, beceuse wc had with us a lot of highly secret natorial which 
belonsed to our staff, 

Q Your reginent was Signal Roginent 537. Was there an engineorine 
bat#alion 537, that is to say, the sanc nunbcr? 

A Üurinz tho tine when I wosin that army croup I hoard of no unit with 
the sano nubor, nor do I bolicvo that there wos such a unit, 

Q and whom did you come under? Who was your superior? 

m I eoo undor the staff of Amy Groun Conter directly, and that was thc 
caso during tho entire tine when I was with tho army groupe liy superior was 


General Oborhaucscr, 


From tho point of viewof dofonso, tho signals taff of tho rosinent with 
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its first section, which was dircctly neighboring to the rocinontal staff, can 
partly under the Cormander of Smolens! <; and all orders which I received fron 
that last named source cano via General Obcrhaueser, whe oithor approved or 
refused the commitment of tho reginent for a particular nurpose. 


In other words, I received ny ord 


714 


ors ORO fron General Obcrhaucser, 

o 4horc was your staff acc omodatod? 

A i have prevared a sketch of the position of tho staff ost of Snolens! 

Q I an having the skctch shown to you, Please tell us vhcthor that is 
your sketch, 

i That sketch was dram by me fron mcnorye 

() I arn now coins to have a second sketch shown to you, Will you please 
have a look at that one also, and will you toll no whether that is 2 correct 
picture of the situation 

۳ liy I bricfly explain this sketch to you? At tho richt hand corner, 
that largo rod spot is the town of Snolonsk. ost of onolcnsk, and on either 
sido of tho road to Vitebsk, was tho position of tho staff of the arrr ^"roup, 


do ead a sd die ا‎ He é "E 2 5 te k M = 34d 1 OTT 3 

vo5cuhor with tho air force corps. I rcfor to the position South of Krassny- 
n, : ` os ^۹ Yu 4* Ln í 99% 1 7 y) f^ 

Dor, I have marked the actual accommodations roon for Amxy Group Contor, 

3. "M - - ~ he m sP : -~ - بد ب‎ » q.p + ~S ٠ — 
hav part of my sketch which has a dark lino around it was Tory strongly 


3 


occupicc by troops who canc directly under tho army group; there was not a 


The reginental staff of my regiment were in tho so-callcd little wood of 


ta 


fatyn, of the whole forest around Katyn. That is the white Spot which is 
indicated on the sketch. It measures about one square kilometer, and it is a 
WOO On the southern edge of this small wood there was the so-called i Dniopcr 
Castle, which was tho staff quarters of tho rcginont, 

Iro and a half kilometers to tho east of tho staff quertcrs of thc 
regiment there was the nunbor ono company of tho rocincnt, which was thc signal 
ompany, which did teleprinting and telephone work for thc army crowd. About 
three kilonotors away from tho staff thoro was tho wircloss companys. Thero wer 


no buildings within about ono kilonctor of the ropgincntal staff 
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How, this house was a two-storey buildinc which was fairly lar It ha 


about fourteen to fifteen rooms, several bathine os tablishncnts, a rifle rance, 
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carrisons, and so on, and itvas most suitable to acccmiodate tho resinental 


11 


staff. Our rerincnt retained this particular position continually 


Q Werc there any nore high-ranking staffs ncarby? 
a iisner staffs? Yos. There was the Army Group, whicn I have alread 


nonticnod, thon a corps staff fron the sir Force, andsevcral sections toffs. 
Thon there was tho Railway Deputy for tho Ary Group, who was at Guosdowo, and 
there was a special trnine 

Q It has beens tated in this trial thet certain ovents which had teken 


place noar you had boon most socrot and most suspicious. Jill you please 


therefore, answer tho following questions with particularly r5rcat core? 


+ 


How many Germans were there in thostaff, and what positicns did they fill: 
A Il had three officers in nystaff to bogin with, and thon two, and 


opororzinately cishtecn to twenty non-cormissioned officers and cnlisted nen in 
the ranks; that is to say, as few as I could have ina staff, and every man in 


the staff fulfilled his task, 


Q Did ycu have Russian personnol in your staff? 
A Yos, wc had four auxiliary voluntcers and sono fonaic personnel 
living in the inx:cdiato vicinity of the rerinental staff quarters. The 


auxiliary volunteers remained with the rezinontal staff continually, whereas 
tho fonale personnel was chanced occasionally. Sone of thesc wonon conc 


from Smolensk and they lived in a separate building which also belonged to thc 


1 stat 
rccinontal staff, 


Q Did this Russian personnel have special instructions fron you for 
thoir conduct? 

A Generally I issued instructions of conduct for the headquarters of 
the s taff, which did not solely apply to the Russian porsonnol, 


I have already mentioned the importance of secrecy with reference to this 
staff, which not only know tho positions of the army groups, but also of its 
neighboring units, and which also knew of the intentions of the amy group 
because they were clearly rccognizable. Therefore, thc task of socrocy had to 
be looked after particularly carefully, which it vas my duty to take caro of, 
Consequently, the rooms which contained this material were closed, by me, for 


ordinary traffic, and only those persons were admitted == particularly with 
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efercnee to officers == who had been passed by nc. However, there worc a fe 


non-commissioned officers and other ranks who were put under oath, 
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Q To which rooms did this "no admission" order rofor? 

P in tho first place, it referred to thc telephone experts in my own 
rooy and partly, although in a sonewhat looser Way, to the room of tho 
adjutant. All ronaining rooms in tho houso and tho sito were free -- 

THE RESIDENT: Dr. Stahner, how is this evidence about actual 
conditions in these staff hcadquarters relevant tc this questicn? 

DR. STAIR. Mr. President, in tho Russian docuncnt tho allocation 
is containod that in this staff building there had boon particularly scerct 
goings-on, and that tho Russian personnel had a strict order to kcop quict 
imposed on then by Colonel Ahrens و‎ that the rooms had been locked, and that it 
had only been permitted to enter tho roons acconpanicd by guards, ith 
reference to this, I have put those questions, in order to clear the question 
and prove that these events have a perfectly natural oxplanation because of the 
tasks which were riven to the rocinont and which necd, quite obviously, a 
certain amount of scerecy. 

For that roascn, I have put theso quosticns; in other words, in 
rebuttal of the statement in the docunont, 

THE RESIDENT: Very well, 

DR, STAHLER: Incidentally, I have finished with this particular 
type of question, 

BY DR. STAHISR: 

Q Was the Katyn Wood closed off و‎ and especially strictly guarded by 
soldicrs? 

DR. STHER: lir. President, may I ronark with reference to this 
question that once again there had beon an allegation that this cuarding had 
only been introduced by the rogincnt, whereas before that, there had been 
free entry into the woods. And here again, something was derived which was 
unfavorable to tho rerinent. 

THS .ITNZSS: In order to secure anti-aircraft precautions for the 
staff hoadquarters, I prevented any tinber's being cut in tho imediate 
vicinity of the staff headquarters for the purpose of fuol, During this 
winter, the situation was such that the units cut wood wherever thoy could got 


it, 
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On the 22nd of January, thoro was a fairly heavy air attack on ny 
position during which half of my house was torn away. It was quite inpossiblo 
to find any other accomodations because of the overcrowding of tho arca. 
Therefore, I tock all precautions te sco to it that this fairly thin wood would ; 
preserved so as to sScrvc as cover ince, <n the cther hand, I am an opponent 
of prohibition siens, I poirtad owi to troop wits that they should leave us cur 
trees as anti-aircveft cover <l? Wooa was not clos;d off at all, particularly 
as a roac ind to bo kent oven for &^isozteh beavers and couriers, and only now ar. 
then I 208100 sontvios. shor X sont into tho woods to have a look whether we had 
our trees loft intect. 

THS PRESIDENT: Dr. Stahmer, at a tino that is convenicnt to you, you 
will, of courso, draw our attention to thc necessary dates, the date at which th 
unit took over its ..dquarters and the dato at which it left, 


Di, STATER: Very well, 


m as for ns L luow, this house was taken over immeciately after the 
preceding group bad 22f5 that area, It was in August, 1941, and it was 
confiscated ^.5rczhlr vith the other accomodation units of tho ary Groupe It 
Was occupi-d hy the roginontal staff until Aurust 19h3, and remained occupiod by 
ny rcginontal staf 


i as long as I was thorc. 


() Sc iv vas in August, 19l1, that first of all an advance party was put 


^ "P = n, = VA 
A Yes, ^s fur as I know. 

A am 1 X CT o | 1 . D. de iue - e - 
Q and tacn wnon did the Sif arrivo actus dv? 
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'ginenzal comiander at tho tii? 

A Ly proacecssor wos Colonel Bodonck, 

Q Vhen did you take over tho rerinent? 

A I joined the arny croup contor during the sceond half of Noveriber و‎ 
194l., and after taking over the unit, I took over the command of the rcpinont, 
It was at thc cad of Novorber, I think, or the 30th of November, if I ronenber 


richtly.e 
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Q Vas there a propor handing over fron Bedenck to you? 
A- There was a very carcful detailed and lengthy handing over bocause of 


the very considerable task which this rorincnt had, Add to that that ny 
superior, Goncral Obcrhaucscr, was an oxtraordinarily painstaking superior, and 
he convinced himself personally of such details, and that fron tho instructions 
which I had reecived, I would be fully in a position to take ovor the task which 
the rerinent. 

() Ihe prosecution has alleged that there were often shots in th 2-1208 te 
Is that truc, and what would you attribute that to? 

ji I have already nontioncd that it was ono of tho main tasks of tho 


051116115 to prepare all that was neccessary in order to defend thorsolvos apainst 


assault, Considering tho small number of ncn which I had in ny recincntal 


staff, I had to take the necessary stops that would enable ne to havo roplacc- 
ments in tho shortest possible time, Those were ferme, and then there was 
a wireless cormunication with tho rezinental staff, I ordered that defense 


manouvers should be held and defense positicns should be prepared around the 


ct 


rerinental staff headquarters, and that there should be continuous mancuvers anc. 
xercises in these positions, I partly ran these maneuvers. This was done 
with tho aid of the rocinontol staff, Of course, shots werc firec, perticularl 


Since we were preparinte ourselves for fichtine day and nicht, 


Q There is supposed to have boon a very lively and rather persistent 
traffic moving towards your staff buildings, ‘Will you please toll us whet the 


Significance of this traffic was? 


A There was a nost unusually icavy traffic into the staff hoadquartors. 
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she house rebuilt. I think that it had boon destroyed through 
air attacks. But of courso tho maneuvers which wore held nearby 
increased the traffic. Tho units thich voro at least 400 kilo- 
motors away from tho roginental staff headquarters could only, 
and nad to, maintain porsonal contact vith tho regiment through 
tho reghacntal staff, That is the oniy way they could work with 


thon, 


Qe» there is supposed to have been considorablo truck traffic 


se apart fran sizo ès it was corparitively small == those 
corr'amnGors voro brousht un in trucks; but so vas, of courso, tho 
cntiro building material mich I roauirod,. Apart fron that, 
traffic w as not unusually heavy e 


5 
] 


1 ~p -. كم‎ 4 ya : ` ١ uns d^ em مل‎ € 
,^ Havo vou inca 1510171006 of tho fact that cbout 25 


kilonotors vost of Smolensk thoro woro throe Russian vrisonor 
of var carps, vhich had originally been inhabitod by Polos and 
which had been a&bandonod by the Russians thon tho Corman troons 
A~proached in July 1941? 

ch D rine that poriod, I had not Jol orrivod, Dut novor 
during S cntire tine which I sor cû in Russia did I soo a singlo 
Polos not did I hear of Polas, 


Se It has been 5110860 that an ordor hed been issued fron 


Borlin according to which Polish prisonors of war would bo shot, 


- 


"avo vou had ‘me‘ledse of such an order? 


lo, noe I havo novor hoard of such an ordor, 


„e Mave you rocoivoà such an order from any othor unit? 


=. I have already just told jJ Ou that I novor hoard of such 


5 
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A 
Cu 
O 
Es 
we 
هم‎ 
IA 


othor words, + did not rccecive it, ocithor, 

„e oro any Polos shot by diroct instructions from ou? 

—. No Poles were shot òn instructions of minc; and, in fact, 
no ono at all vas shot on orders Given by moe I havo novo» civon 
such an ordor in my life, 

ve Then, you did not arrive until Novonbor 1941, Havo vou 


hoard anything about vour predecessor, Concral Bodonck having 
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Siven orders for any such reasures? 

--» I have not heard anything cbout that, But 1, with my 
regimental staff, with whom I lived together for nino months of 
‘such closc tics and such close comnectim == I mov my 2500216 so 
well, and they knov mo so Well, too, that I on norrectly convin- 
cod that this rnornctration, or this decd, was not pomitted by 
ny predecessor; nor could is havo boon »ornittód by any singlo 
Hober of my vesiment, iL -oulà have been abso lutoly that I 
Would naveo hed =- 

ST: This is 2POwdent, JOU KNOV, Dre. Stahror, 


This is nct ovidonoc; it ig ar ounont. He is telling vou what 


T3 CN ° 1r TIT T pae 7 1 1 ` " r . N 4n 
Di. mg ume GE asived vhethor no had ho ard fron monbers of 
5 ai. 5 كل‎ - M14 ^» rd 
HLS possono; obont tha Com. 
rt € رهج‎ i ms een TT! ' "an 
Ge ee oad ens L.: 


ok 5 rs d i 
p^ Nr ac amuve > to that vould bo "no", I suppose, 
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BY DR. STAHMER: 

Q after your arrival at Katyn, have you made observations to the 
effect that there was a grave hill, a mound in the woods at Katyn? 

Å Shortly after I arrived when the territory had been covered by 
snow, oneof my assodiates pointed out to me that ina certain spot there 
was some sort of a mounde It couldn't really be called a "mounds" There was 
Supposed to be a birch cross and that birch cross I have seen, During the 
year of 19h2, my associates kept telling me that there in our words shootings 
were supposed to have taken place but I didn't pay any attention to it first 
of all, although in the summer of 1942, my attention was drawn to it. I 
pointed óut to the army group commander that there were such conversations 
and he had told me that he had also heard such rumors, 

Q Did these stories prove true later on? 

à Yes, they did turn out to be true and quite by accident, I, myself, 
ascertained that; in fact, we were concerned with the graves here. During 
the year 1943 -- I think either January or February -- quite acci dentally 
there was a wolf in this wond and first of all I believe we were concerned 
with the wolf and then we followed the tracks with an expert and we then saw 
that there were scratchings along thet hill with the cross and I had in- 
quiries iade as to what this was and somebody told me "human bones" and I 
informed the officer responsible for war graves in the area of this fact be- 
cause I believed that perhaps we had a grave of soldiers who had been killed, 
a number of which such graves were in our immediate vicinity. 

Q Then, how did the excavations take place? 

A [I am notinformed about that in detail. Professor Dre Butz arrived 
one day through orders from the army group and he informed me that in my 
little wood, excavations were to be carried out because rumors and that he 
would now inform me of the fact that these excavations in my wood would 
take place, 

d Did Professor Butz later tell you details of the result of his 
excavation vork? 

A Yes, he did tell me details now and then and I remember that he 
told me that he had conclusive evidence regarding the date and time of the 
shootingse Amongst other things, he showed me letters which I cannot now 


remember very exactly but I do remember some sort of diary which he passed 
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over to ime and there were dates followed by certain written remarks which 
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I couldn't read because they were written in Poli&y and in connection with 
this, he explained to me that these notes had been made by a Polish officer 
and that he had worked for the past months and that at the end of the diary 
there was 2 date, the spring of 1940, and that the lines contained the fear 
that sqamething horrible was happening to theme That was only the sense, of 
course, which I am giving to you noWe 

3 Did he give you any further clues for the date cf the Shootings which 
he was assuming? 

a Professor Butz, after the exhibits which he had found, was convinced 
that the shootings had taken place in the spring of 1940 and that he ex- 
pressed his convictions repeatedly in my presence; later on, too, when the 
commission viewdd the grave and when I had to place my houseat the disposal 
of these conmissioners to accommocate them, I personally dil not have any 
dealings whatover with the excayation work itself or the commission as such. 
all I had to do was to place the house at their disposal. I was a landlord 
with the corresponding dt ye 

2 It was alleged that in March, 1943, lorries had transported bodies 
to Katyn from the outside, who were buried in the little wood, Do you 
know anything about that? 

“a No, I knownothing about thate 

Q Would you have had to notice it? 

h Most probably I wuld have had to notice it--at least either my 
officers would have reported it to me, because my officers were continuously 
in regimental fighting posts, whereas I as a regimental commander was of 
course travelling a great deal. The officer who was therc coatinuously in 
those days was Lieutenant Hodt, whose address became known to me last night 
from a letter, 

Q Were Russian prisoners of war used for these excavations? 

A AS far as I remember, yes, 

Q Can you tell us the number? 

A I cannot give you exact information because I didn't core ern my- 
self with this excavation work until later because of the dreadful stench 
around our house which was revolting to us, but I believe that I can give 


you an estimate of the figure. Perhaps therewere forty to fifty people. 
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3 It has beon alleged that they were shot afterwoarcs, Do you have 


T 


Die STLHMER: I have no further questions, Mre President. 
BY Du. KRANZBUERLER (Counsel forDoenitz)s 

Q Colonel, did you yourself, discuss the obs.rvations of 190 with 
any cf. the inhabitants? 

5 les. At the beginning of 19l3, a Kussian married couple vere 
working there, who lived eight hundred yards away and they were bce-keepors. 
I, too, kept becs -- and I came into close contact with this married couple, 
When the excavation was carried out, approximately in May 1943, I told them 
that they ought to know, after all, since they wereliving directly next to 
the graves, when these shootings had taken places nereupon, those people 
told me this had happencd, in tho spring of 1940, and th^t on the station of 
Gucsdowa there had been railway trucks of fifty tons each in which more than 
two nundred Poles in uniform had arrived, who were taken to the woods in 
lorrics. They hac said that they had heard lots of shots and screams, too. 


Q Vas the wood closed to the population at the tire? 


THE PRESIDENT: That is a leading question. I don't think you 


RY To VID i NZBUEHLER 5 
mt ALe Nihal 2 vule 


9 Do you know whether the population could enter that wood at the 





m There was afencé around the wood and according to the statements 
from the local inhabitants, civilians could not enter it during the time the 
Russians were there. The remains of the fence were still visible when I 
Cance ihe fence exists in my sketch and it isa black line. 


Q “hen you moved into the Unjeper Castle did you make inquiries 
as to who the former owners were? 

i Yes, I did make inquiries because I was interested, The .house 
was built in a rather peculiar waye It had a cinema plant and it had a 
rifle range and, ofcourse, that interested mes; but I failed to ascertain 
anytning definite during the entire time when I was there, 


d apart fran mass graves in the neighborhood of the castle, wcre any 


other graves found? 
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i 1 have indicated by means of a few dots in my sketch that there 
were a number of other small graves which were found in the vicinity of the 
castle which contained the decayed bodies; that is to say, skeletons which 
had dinintegrated and these were graves containing perhaps six, cight, or 
a few more skeletons which were both male and female skeletons. This could 


١ 
be recognized very clearly because most of them had rubber shoes which were 


fully dodo Wed that there were also remains of handbags and pocketbooks. 

Q How long had these skeletons been in the grounds? 

m That, I cannot tell you. I only know that they were decayed and 
had disintegrated. The tones were preserved but the skeletcn structure was 
no longer preserved. 

DR. KRANZBUEHLZR: Thank you very much. 
DR. L.TERNSER: Dre Laternser, counsel for the General Staff and the 
OKE. 
THEFRESIDENT: DR. Laternser, you know the Tribunal's ruling. 
DR. LiTERNSBR: Yes, sir. 
THE FRESIDENT: Well, you have no right to ask any questions of 
the witness here. 
DR. L.TERNSER: Mre President, particularly in this most unusual 
case, I was going to ask you to allow mo to put questions, 
_ THE PRESIDENT: fT seid to you that you know the Tribunal'!s ruling 
and the Tribunal will not hear you. We have already ruled upon this once 
or twice in consequence of your objections and the Tribunal will not hear yo. 
DR. LiTERNSER: Mr. President, the case of Katyn isone of the 
most serious accusations raised decret the group. 
THEFKESIDENT: The Tribunal is perfectly well aware of the nature 
of the allegations about Katyn and the Tribunal does not propose to make 
ar ian oa rule in that case and it therefore will not hear you and you 
will kindly sit down, 
DR. LiTERVSER: Mre President, in that case, I wish to be clear 
that by this means in this case, I feel that my defense is limited unduly. 
THE PRESIDENT: As Dr. Laternser knows perfectly well, he is en- 
titled to apply to the Commission to call any witness who is called herc 
if his evidence bcars upon the case of the particular organizations for which 
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Dr. Laternser appeared. I don't want to hear anything further. 
DR. LiTERNSER: Mre President, that way which was pointed out to 


me has no practical significonce,. I cannot have cvery witness who appears 


here called by the commission, 
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THE PRESIDENT: Dr, Sieners, you are appearing for the Defendant Doenitz, 








DR. SIEMERS: Dr. Siemers 


is it, or Raeder ? 

DR. SIEMERS; Defendant Raeder, 

THE PRESIDENT: Well, unless the questions you are going to ask partiu - 
larly refer to the case of the Defendant Raeder, the Tribunal ís not prepared 
to hear any further cross exauination, The matter has been Generally covered 
by Dr. Stahner and also by Dr. Kranzbuehler and, therefore, unless the que s- 
tions which you want to ask have sone particular reference to the cese of 
iaeder, the Tribunal will not hear it, 

Dit. SINESS: if. President, I had merely assumed that there were two 
reasons on the strength of which I could put a few questions : firstly, becaus. 
the Tribunal themselves have stated that within the franework of the o nspiracy 
all Defendants had been participants; and my second reason was that, accordin, 
to the description, the statements by the prosecution, Grand idmiral Reeder, 


too, is considered a member of the supposedly criminal organizations, the Ge- 





neral Staff and the OK, It was for that reason I wanted to ask one or tvo 
supplementary questions. 

THE PRESIDENT: Dr. Siemers, if there were any allegations th t in any 
wey bore on the case azainst Defendant Raeder, the Tribunal would of course 
allow you to ask questions; but there is no allegation which in any way 
connects the Defendant Raeder with the allegations about the Katyn Woods, 

DR. SIELEHS: I am grateful to the Tribunal for that statenent » we 
President, 

Di. LATERNSER: ifr. President, may I please put a question to you ? liay 
I have the question put to the prosecution, to whose responsibility the case 
of Katyn is going to be attributed ? 

IHL PRESIDENT; I don't propose to answer questions of that sort, 


The prosecution may now cross examine if they want to, 


CROSS EXAMINATION 
BY COLONEL SMIRNOV: 
Qe Please tell me, Witness, since when, exactly, were you located in the- 


territory of the Smolensk district 7 
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Ae I have already answered that question, Beginning with the second half 
of November, 1941. 

Qe Please answer me, where were you until the second part of November, 1941? 
Did you have any relationship to Katyn or to Smolensk as a district ? ilere you 
physi.cally there, were you personally there in September and October 1941 
^. That means that neither in September nor in October, 1941, did you know 
wnat events occurred there at that time in the Katyn forest 

Ae Dwing that period I was not there, but -earlier I have mentioned that 
Qe No, £ an only interested in a short question, ‘Jere you there personally 


ov not ? ‘Jere you in a position to see yourself what was happenin; there or 
Uu a a الى‎ C. 


MI "TY THOT TY KT I ^ Š » j = 
THE PRESIDINT; He says he wasn't there, 
TTI MRTA Q AT —- 4- l^ 

iH INESS; No, I wans't there, 


THE PRESIDENT: He said he wasn't there in September or October, 1941. 
COLONEL SMIRNOV: Thank you, Lr, President, 
BY COLONEL SLIIRNOV: 
Ce Maybe you recall the family names of the itussian women workers who were 
ıe These fonalo workers were not workin: in several different houses, They 
mercly worked as suxiliary kitchen personnel in Dnieper castle, I didn't know 
their nones ever at all. 
0. That means that the Russian women workers were only employed in the 
villa where the Staff headquarters were located ? 


4. I believe that question wasn't translated too well. I didn't uncerstand 


^. I asked you whether the Russian women workers were employed cxclusively 
in the villa where the Staff headquarters were located ? Is that right ? 

ie The women workers worked for the revimental staff as auxiliary workers 
in the kitchen, and that means as such auxiliary workers in the kitchen they 


workec on their property; and by their property I mean this particular house 


E 


with the adjoining attached houses, the stables, the garage, the cellars, the 


مس 


plants; that is whore they worked, 


4 


central heatin 
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THE PRESIDENT: Wait a minute, The translation was coming through very 
faintly then, I don't know whether -- 
NOW, go one 
BY COLONEL SiIRNOV: 
Qe I will name a few names of Gorman military employees, Will you please 
tell me whether they belonged to your unit ? 
First Lt. Rex, 
ie First Lt, Rex was my regimental adjutant, 
Ne Please tell me, before your arrival in Katyn was he employed in that 


unit ? Was he already assis:ned to that unit ? 


4e Yes, ho was there before I came, > 

e He was your adjutant, wasn't he ? 

ue Yes, he was my adjutant, 

N. Lt. Hodt ? 

ae Lt Hogt is right; but what question are you putting about Lt, Hodt ? 


Ne I am only questioning you about whether he was assigned to your unit or 


4e Lt Hodt was a member of the rerinent, dhcthes = 

Qe Yes, that is what I was askinge He was assigned to the unit which you 
connamded, wasn't he ? 

ie Dy that I didn't mean to say that he was a member of the regimental 
staff, He belonged to the regiment, The regiment consisted of three units, 

Qe and he dived in the same villa, didn't he ? 

ûe That I don't know, ‘When I arrived he wasn't living there, He didn't 
join me == or rather, I ordered him there not until much later, 

Qe i Till ennumerate a few other family names, N.C.O, Roser, Sergeant 
Lummert, Storekeeper Giesecke; these were employed who were located in the 
villa ? 

ie May I ask you to mention the names individually once more and Iwill ci- 
ve you individual answers, 

(e Sergeant Lwanert ? 
ie YOS, 


0 N,C.0. Roser ? 


he YOS, 
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i 2 mE. 
Qe and I believe Storekeeper Giesecke 4 
úe That man's name was Giesecken, 
ople at 
i j me av all these were your people or 
Qe Yes, that is right. That means that all e 
. . ١ 4 
least thoy belonged to your unit, didn't they 7 
هذه‎ 105. 
lic know wha SC pe e were 
Qe But you nevertheless assert that you dic not Know what these peopl 
Le DUY - 
oin; in September and October, 1941 ? 
se 4S I wasn't there, I can't toll you for certain, 
4.6 m - 


COLONZL SLIRNOVs: Thank you, 


> . ) 4 T^ 
THE PRESIDINT: We will adjourn now. 


(4 recuss was takene) 
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COLONEL SMIRNOV : Mr. President, since the witness has stated that he‏ 
cannot give any testimony concerning the period of October=November 1941, I‏ 
will limit myself to very short questions,‏ : 
PY COLONEL SMIRNOV ¢‏ 
Q Witness, determine the location of the countryside at the entrance of‏ 
the city with respect to the highway Smolensk-Wiitebsk. Was t he countryside very‏ 


far from the highway Smolensk«Witebsk ? 





A My sketch is in the ratio of one to a thousand and it is made from 
memory. 1 would estimate there that the graves would be 200 to 300 meters 
directly west, on the road to Dnieper Castle, 200 to 300 meters south of the 
road Smolensk-Witebsk, An additional 600 meters away you would find Dnieper 
Castle. 

Q Will you repeat that, 

A To the south, highway Smolensk-Witebsk, approximately 15 kilometers 
west of Smolenske According to the scale, one to one thousand, as far as I 
am able toset this down accurately from memory, the site of these graves was 
200 to 300 meters south, and an additional 600 meters south, directly on the 
northern bend of the Dnieper, you would find our regimental staff quarters in 
the Dnieper Castle, 

Q Consequently, the countryside was removed from the highway Smolensk- 
Witebsk by about 600 meters, 

A No, that is not correct, What I said == 

Q Please name a more or less exact figure. What was the distance between 
the highway and the countryside, please ? 

A In my testimony I just mentioned it, 200 to 300 meters, That was the 
distance to the graves, and it was an additional 600 meters to the castle, 
Therefore, it was approximately 900 to 1,000 meters, It might have been 800 
meters, but that is the approximate distance which is shown in this sketch 
which I made, 

THE PRESIDENT ¢ I am not following this, Your question Colonel Smirnov, 
was : How far was it from the road to what Jo called the countryside, didn't 
you ? 


COLONEL SMIRNOV t No, lir, President, I asked how far was the countryside 


from the highway Smolensk-iitebsk, 


Es TI LLL 
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IHS PRESIDENT ¢ What do you mean by the "countryside" ? | IM) NM 
COLONEL SMIRNOV ¢ The Headquarters of the unit which was located ina 
villa, and this villa was located not far from the Dnieper, at about 900 meters 
from the highway. I would like to know how far the staff was located from the 

highway, and how far from the highway the graves were located, 

THE PRESIDENT s What you want to know is : How far was the house in 
which the headquarters was Situated from the highway ? Is that right ? 

COLONEL SMIRNOV 3 Yes, that is exactly what I wanted to know, Mr.Presi- 
dente 

THE WITNESS : You put two questions to me : first of all, how far were 
the graves from the highway; and secondly, how far was the house from the high- 
ways what was the distance, I will repeat my answer once more, 

Ihe house was 800 to 1,000 meters south of the highway onolensk-Htebsk, 
^Y COLONEL SMIRNOV = 

Q One minute please. I asked you formerly only concerning the house, 
but now I will ask you about the graves, How far were these mass graves from 
the hichway omolenskej/itebsk ? 

A From 200 to 300 meterse It might have been 350 meters, 

Q Consequently, the graves were Separated by 200 or 300 meters from this 
highway connecting two important centers, is that true ? 

A Yes, indeed. There was a distanee of 200 to 300 meters, and this 
highway was open to traffic during the entire time that I was there, 

Q That was the Substance of my question, Now, please tell me : Was the 
Katyn Wood a forest, or was lt, rather, a park ? 

A Up until this time T have mentioned only the little forest of Katyn, 


This little forest of Katyn is fenced in about, and it is a wooded terrain of 


3 


one square kilometer. This is a forest of mixed growth, older and younger 
treese Many birch trees were contained in this little woods, However, there 


were clearings in this woods, and I assume 30 to lO per cent was cloared, and 





you could see stumps which had just been felled, 

Under no circumstances could you describe this wood as a park, Fighting 
had taken place in this woods, for there were trenches, trench holes, which 
could still be seen, 

Q Yes, but anyways, you would not call the Katyn woods areal woods since 


- 


it was a small grove in the immediate vicinity of the highway Smolensk-=Witebsk, 





Ne — TMM 
is that so 7 H0170 — 0024 

A No, it is not correct to say that. Itwas a forest, The entire Katyn 
forest was a forest which started with our groves and extended beyond that. 
This entire Katyn forest was a mixed forest, Part of it had been fenced in, 
and this part, extending over one square kilometer, was what was called the 
little Katyn forest by us, but it did belong to this entire wooded region 
south of the highway, The forest began with our little forest and continued 
to the west, 

Q I am not interested inthe general characteristics of the woods, I 
would like you to answer the following question : Were the mass graves in 
this grove or not ? 

A The mass graves were found directly west of the road which approached 
our region, and it was a clearing in the woods, Young trees were found there, 

Q Yes, but this villa was inside this small grove in the vicinity of the 
highway Smolensk-ii*tebsk, is that correct ? 

A It was 200 to 300 meters south of the highway Snolensk-iitebsk, and 
directly west of the incoming road leading to the Dnieper Castle, I character- 
ized this spot through a rather fat white dot, 

Q One more question, Do you know whether the highway Smolensk-Witebsk 
existed before the German occupation of Smolensk, or was it constructed after 
the beginning of the occupation ? 

A At the end of November 194l, when I arrived in Russia, everything was 
covered with snow, the entire countryside, I gained the impression that this 
was an old road, whereas the narrow-gagze railroad Minsk-Moscow was a newer 
highway, That was the impression I gained, 

Q Please tell me now when was the first time you detected the cross in 
the grove, 

À I cannot give the exact day and fix it exactly. My soldiers told me 
about this, and on one occasion when I was riding past there, perhaps at the 
beginning of January 19l2 or the end of December 19l1, I saw this cross rising 
above the snow, I saw this eross at that time, 


Q You saw it already in 19l1 or at the beginning of 1942, is that correct? 


A That is what I just testified, yes, 
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0 liowovor, looking at those prcvos, did you nct notice 


Ea 


4 
^ 


whothor the layor of dirt which soparatel tho corpsos was thick 
or thin, was soveral continctors or will you cstimcto it was 
sovorcl motors thick? ihat do you think about it? Il-ybo /Profes- 
Butz told you in this connection about tho loyo» of dirt 
covering the corpses. 
A Aas commander cf c rogimont I was concornod with a 
region which was almost half as lorzo as Gproctor Gornony, I 
wes on tho rocd a great donl and my work wes not chiofly ct tho 


6 
position cr tho regiaent where we wore stationed. Therefore, 


in gonoral, from Monday or Tuosdcy until c.turdeay I wes with uy 


unit ond for thet ronson, whon I trovolod throuch I did cast a 


^ 


craves but l was not especially intorostod 


C 


glance intc thoso 
in tho cotails and I did not talk with Professor Butz o»out such 


detoils, In any caso, I do not remember this particularly, 


0 From tho materinl oresontod by tho Sovict Prosocution 
wv £ له‎ 


- 
om 
4 
- 


it l8 clocr that tho SS a depth of ono and a half to 
two meters and I wonder whore you found such c wolf whe could 


up such 2 doop ditch, 


t Toll me why, cftor having detected the cross and loornod 
about the gravos in 1941, you starved the oxhumc.tion only in 
Merch 1943 ? 

A inat was not matter of my ccneorn, thet wos | 


motter with which tuo cry croup had te eoncorn itsolf, I have 
clrcady. tol. you that in the course of the vocr?1942 tho storios 
Decame increasingly frequent. I heard scout thoso meattors 
froquontly and I spoke to Colonel von Gorsthcff in this matter 

1. , ^ 1 


and he suggostod or ho hinted at tho fact thet ko know 55out this 


mattor ond thercupon my obligation ended for I hed roportod 


لنم 


what I had soon and heard end anart fron that » this ontiro ncttor 
did not concern mo and I did not concern nyself with 1t. It was 
not ny business, I Lcd enough other worrios, 

P 4nd now the last question.  Plocso toll ne with whct 
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ccuplo you had 


a wi V 


this corvorsction ond where this ccupilo was 


and whet was tho nane of thc couplo who told you ebout‏ 02.5041 عد 
tho shoctings in the Katyn woods?‏ 


Ji This couple lived cz bout 800 to ono thousand meters 
north from tho end of tho incoming: rocd to tho Vitobsk road. 
Troy livea in a rather smell heuss. Thoir nanos I do nct 06 


, 
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^. So you do not remember tho nano of this cou^16e? 

A, No, I do not recall tho nano, 

te So you heard about the Katyn ovonts fron a couplo whose 
nario you co not know, and yor did not hoar about it from any 
other oi tho local inhabitants? ; 

A.  Ploaso repeat tho question for xo, 

ye Consequently, you heard about this ovont of Katyn only 
fron this couple, whose name you do not remember and you did not 
hear onything about it from othor local inhabitants, is that 
richt? 

ie I personally hoard this story only from this couple. My 
soldiors, on tho other hand, told ne the stories which were 
current amongst the other inhabitants, 

Ye Do you know that during tho investication of the Latyn 
affair, or of the Katyn provocation by tho German nolico, thoro 
were posters on the streets of Smolensk promising an award to 
tho man tho could give any testimony concerning tho ovont? It 
was signed by Licutenant “oss, 

A. CE did not soo that announcement myself. Licutonant Foss 
is 122017 to mo by name only. 

Q. and tho vory last questim, Do vou lnow tho rom ort 
of tho Uxtraordinary Stato Cormission conccorning Katyn? 

“e Do you mean tho Russian “White Paper vhon you mention 
this report? Is that tho sano thine? 

i. No, I am thinking of tho Soviot axtraordinary Commission 
report, concerning Katyn, the Sovict roport, 

i. Yog; l road that rovort, 

ê therefore, you know also that the Uxtraordinary Stato 
Cormission namcd vou amongst the persons who sro. rcoonsiblo for 
the crimes in Katyn. You lmovw about that? 

se Lt states that thoro is a Lt, 2olonol Arnos e 


COLONIE, SLAIRNOV$: I have no further questions, 


TI PRISIDSNT: Dre Stohnor, do you wish to ro-oxanino? 
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While ago you said that you did not 





cov vhon Lieutonont Hodt joined vour staff. Do you lmow when ho 


> دد‎ x c ^ 1 T) a 2 = 1 - s + B 
.. d mov tuat during the :ussian carmaign in Russia, and 
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that is fron the beginning of tho campaign, ho belonged to the 


Y. That is, from tho bosinning he belonged to the 72 

ey OS, ‘ith tho boginning of tho Russian canpaipn, ho was 
a namer of this rerimente 

,. dust ono more question dealings with your discussion vith 


J£ A EA 9 A - - ١ ¬ ~- e 4M 4 * Jl 1 
Professor Butze id Professor Butz toll you enything about tho 
d Anan laS ^ T3 55 ~ å 
ato on which thoso th 


"e Ho tola me about the snrins of 1940 and he shoved ro this 


diary. I looked at the diary and I sav tho dates, but I do not 


rocall at this point, in detail, just which datos voro contoino 
thercine But these datos ondod with tho spring of 1940, 

de, where aro no ontrios at othor tincs? 

.. Prorossor Butz told mo that docunonts which micht mak 


ono conc fuco as to a lator date had not boch found, and according 
to his conviction, he ssid that those cvonts must havo taken place 
in tho sorin of 1940, 

JR. Oulu? LP. Prosiódont, I havo no furthor qucstions to 
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DY TI; TRIBUNAL (Genoral Hikitchonko): 
- Ye hon do you contend that Profossor Butz told you that 
the burial of the corpses was in the spring of 1940? 

..« d cannot toli you the dar oxactly, but it was in the 
spring of 1945, boforo the so excavations had started, I beg 
your pardon: He told me that ho had boon instructed to Ox- 
cavate, and during tho oxcavations ho was with no on occaslonde 
It may have been in May or tho ond of april, middle of liay, and 
at that time ho told me details about his excavation vork, and 
along other things ho told mo tht things that I havo testifica 
to and stated before this Court, I cannot tell you on just 
what date Profcssor Putz visited ro, 


e AS I understand yOu, you said the following things: 


hat Professor Butz arrived in Katyn, “Vhon did he arrivo in 





e In the spring of 1940, Professor Butz eono to no and 
told mo that on instructions of tho army Group ho was to undor- 
take excavations in mr forests, and these excavations voro 
startoc., and in the course of thoso excavations we» 

fl, You say 1940? or perhaps tho translation is WL ON e 
Did I understand vou correctly? 

--» 1945, in tho spring of 1945, In tho courso oi tho 
excavations, a few weeks after tho beginnine of tho excavations, 
when l vas present in this vicinity, Profossor Butz visited me 
and re»ortod to me; or, ather, ho discussod this mattor vith 
ro, and on that occasion ho told ro tho things tuat I havo | 
testified to horc, It nay have been tho middle of May 1943, 

i» according to your forner tostinony, I undertood OU. 
to say in answer to a quostion from Defonso Vounsol, that pro- 
fossor Dutz contondod that tho shootines took plago in tho 
Spring of 1940, boforo the arrival of the commission for tho 
oznunations, Is that corroct? 

~e liay I repeat onco moro that Professor But Z =w 

Ge Do not ropeat what you lave already said, I 2:1: string 


you whether it is corroct or incorrect, lerbe the translation 
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was incorrect, or maybe your testimony vas incorroct at tho 
borinning e 

ıe I did not undorstand the question just put to ino, That 
is tho reason why l vantod to oxplain this thine 01160 morc, I 
Go not inov just what is moant br this last question.  iicy I ask 
that this question bo repeated? 

ê at first, vhon you voro intorrogatod, I understood you to 
say that lrofossor Butz told you that tho Shootings took »1aco in 
tho spring of 1940, boforo tho arrival of tho comission for 210 
oxhuzia ti ons eş 

—.. Mo, that has not boon undorstood correctly. I vostifiod 
that Profcssor Butz visiticd mo and told mo tha Ao was to undor- 
talko excavations, for a 811521 1 grove was concornca horo.  -hoso 
excavatians did take place, and Six to cight wocks later Pro= 
fessor Putz visited mo, OF course, ho visitcd me on other occa- 
sions as well, but six to cight weeks lator ho cane to mo and told 

that ho was convincod that on tho basis of his findincs tho 
dato of tho shootings could bo fixod and that ho hod fixod this 
02069 The oxplanations which ho Gave tie may be sot to tho 06 
7 ore JOU present when tho diary and tho othor docunonts 


wero found--tho documonts that voro found by Professor Butz? 


se SO, FOU Go not know where ho found this diary and tho 
other docunents? I moan vou personally do not lmov about it? 

--« dio, that I do not imor, 
DY THO FRZSIDENT: 

ze Whon did you first report to suncrior authority tho fact 
that you suspoctcd that thoro was a crave thoro? 

lirst of all, I was not Suspicious, I have nlroad- rmen-‏ وم 
tioned that fighting had takon plac. thoro, and on tho basis of‏ 
what I head hoard, I did not pay rmen attention to this and did‏ 


not give this matter, r tho storics, any crodonco, I be licved 


that it vos soldicrs who had dicd thore, 


— FATE 





C 
"^ 
ص‎ 
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Qe You aro not a wering ny questio. I an asirine YOU, 
hen did rou first roport to superior authority that thoro 8 
a grave thorc? 
... dn tho courso of the suiriior 1942, I spoko tith Colonel 
von Gorsthoff, and mentioned theso stories, Gerthoff told ne 
that he himself hrd hoard sioilar Storics, and in this fashion 


5 m - 


- me Jaf يعر‎ avs i ¬ ~ مل‎ ° 3» +. e ص‎ 37 ^i T سم‎ ١ ف‎ ARFA 
ny conversation with von Gersthoff was coneludod,. I bolicvo 
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that ho did not rivo ony crodoneo to thoso torics, That I do 


not imow, hovevor, 
inon, in tho spring of 1945, when the snow was molting, tha 
10 tino whon these bones voro brought ot mo, tho bonos 


AANT + e^ Y^ P? ^ "SEES r^ ARAT دوہ‎ T 4T. 7 A the Piper 
ان انار‎ L ound y ALL on vonir OS Cc! tS LORS + FG OG btw Ol EL cer 


agi E , Ls ezo E m! - 7 = - "^ بد‎ - "m ol. ص‎ 4 -—- ° 5 de 7. * , 
Oo WAS in charge of graves that apparcntly they voro the craves 
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who hal died or boon killer. That was boforo Professor Butz had 
visitod mo, 

Q Did you nako any roport in writing? 

4 No, I did not do thet, 

Q Nevor? 

A Nc, I was in no way concerned with this matter. 

THE PRESIDENT: Tho witness can rotiro, 

Di, STILER: Thon, as an additional witness, I should liko 
to coll Lioutonant Reinhard von  Eickbborn. 


ILE PRESIDENT: Yos, 





REINHARD VON EICHBORN, < witness, took tho stand ond 
tcstifiod as follows; 
BY THE PRESIDENT: 
Q Will you stato your full nano 220 
A Roinhard von Eichborn, 
n Will you ropocst this oath after no: 
I swoar by God, the Almighty and Ormisciont, that I will spoak 
tho puro turth and will withhold and add nothin. 
(The witnoss ropoatod tho oath, ) 
THE PRESIDENT: You may sit down, 
DIRECT EXAMINATION 
BY DR, STAIN: 


Q Witnoss, what is your occupc.tion? 
A Court assessor, 
Q During this war, wore you callod to servico? 


A Yos, in August 1939, 

Q and what was your unit? 

A Army Group 537, 

Q And what was your rank? 

A At the besinning of tho war, Zugfuohror and Licutenant, 
cnd at tho ond, first licutenant, 

Q During tho courso of tho War, were you in tho Ecstorn 
Theater of tho wor? 
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J 
È Yos, from the beginning of the wer. 
Q With your röoriion t? 
» froin 1940 onward, in tho stoff of tho. A Ty Group 
Ccnteor--ilocrosrruppo Mitte. 
hore an onzinooring 
unit 537? 
woro of tho Ary Group Contor, there wes no 

Q When did you cono with your unit to tho vicinity of 
Katyn? 

17 Aout 20 Saptcmbor the strff of Aiy Group Center trans- 


-— 


f 5 3 = de ~ . 1 5 - "A da? - ^ ^. 3- = 4 ELLE M "1 ^15 9 
iorrod its 2 rtors to the PoSGicn oi onmnolonsk, 





d anc bofore thon, where had you Yoon Sti. tıonod? 

£ How an I to undorstend this quostion? 

8: Whore did you cone fron? 

5 Froli Dorrisow. 

Ths PRESIDINT: Onc moricnt, The witness scid 20 SUP boror. 
Itoat dcos net identify tho VOY 
BY DH. STAR: 

Q ke.t. year was this 20 Sopbtoribor? 


A 20 DUD t OID G E 1941 e 


Q 4G thet time was tho roGiment 537 thoro a lronady? 


m 


١ . P d جسم‎ N., A? - ^ عه کہ‎ "A => e r7 m . ف بذ‎ 7 ^ ١ ا‎ os ١ 15 5 . - d ~ 
m iko steff of tho regiment 537 tran sforrod toccthor with 
cT 3 ~ Ta a laa ^ ey + m `: - لك‎ ^ "x^ ~ 3 مو‎ Ry " í Ta y 
& staff of the Army Group at about the sane tino, where tho 
1. , P = M na wow “| 4... i ١ - ~ _- “9° an) 7] ~ "1 rT e € - م‎ T? = | A 
necaqucrters of tho Lruy Group was, cnd advaneod units Lad been 


Stctionod there a little in civance in order to sot up corriunicocticns 


c 
LS 
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MT) 


. Qe “end where was this staff accommodated ? 
A. The staff of iray Group 537 was accomodated in the So-called Nieper- 
Castles 


Ce here was the advance unit ? 
4» The advance unit occupied this buildin: -- or at least a part of this 
advance unit did -- so that they could prepare and insure this building for 
the regimental staff, 
Qe Vo you know who was in cormand of this advarr e unit ? 
ie Lieutenant Hodt was in command of this advance unit, 

Oe hen cid this advance unit come to Katyn ? 

ñe Smolensk fell on about the 17th of July 1941. The Army Group had plan- 
ned to put its headquarters in the vicinity of Smolensk, However, after this 
Group had selected the quarters, immediately after the fall of the city, this 
region was confiscatec, The advance unit arrived at the time this area was 
confiscated, ana that was probably in the second half of July of 1941, 


Ze The advance unit was there from July of 1941 until the 20th of September 


le «and the entire staff was there from the 20th of September, 1941 ? 
tie Yes, It may be that a part of the staff arrived somevhat later, but 
the bulk of the staff arrived on the 20th of September, 

IHE PRESIDENT: Are you speaking of the staff of the army Group orthe 
staff of the Signal Reriment ? 

THD WITNESS; I an speaking of both staffs, because the moving of Large 
staffs such as of an arny group, could not be taken care of in one day; usua- 
lly a period of two .o three days was needed for that, The operations of the 
Signal corps had to be assured, and therefore some of the staff was left be- 
hind until the entire staff had boen moved, 
BY DR, STAHL: 

je «mere was the advance unit accommodated ? 

àe Åt least part of the advance unit was accommodated in the Dnieper Castle, 
some of the others were pt in spots where the companies were quartered later 
on, The reason for that was to keep the quarters ready for this regiment until 


the bulk of the regiment had been moved, 


^7 Z 0] 
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Qe How about the Regimental Staff 537 ? H0170 —0036 

Ae In the Dnieper Castle, 


Qe Can you give us the names of the officers who belonged to the regimental 


Lhe it that time there was Lieutenant-Colonel Bedenck, commanding officer; 
Lieutenant iex, adjutant; Licutenant Hoct, ordnance officer; and Captain 
Schaefer, who was a signal expert, It may be that one or two other officials 
were present as well, whose names I do not recall now, 

Qe hat were the tasks of the regiment ? The other witness has told us 
about some things. what were the activities of the regimental staff, and how 
were the activities controlled ? 

4. The regiment, which consisted of ten to twelve companies, had to sive 
an exact report each evening as to the work to which the various companics 
had been put, It was necessary for us to know this so that forces would be 
at the disposal of new tasks, or could be used for new tasks, 

Qe How far were you from the Dnieper Castle ? How far were your accommoda- 
tions ? 

Ae Four to five kilometers, I cannot give you the exact distance, however 
since I always made this distance by truck, but I judge it to be four to five 
kilometers, 

Qe Did you frequently £o to Dnieper Castle ? 

ie Very frequently, outside of office hours, since I had come from this rogü- 
ment, knew most of the officers, and was on friendly terms wi th them, 

Qe Can you tell us about the kind anc extent of traffic which came to the 
Dnieper Castle ? 

ûe In order to judge this, you have to differentiate between persons and 
things. So far as people were concerned, the traffic was very heavy because the 
regiment had to be organized very centrally in order to take care of its tasks, 
Therefore, many couriers came, and commanders of the various companies came to 
visit the regional staff frequently, On the other hand, thoro was a heavy 
traffic of trucks and passenter cars, because the regiment tricd to develop its 


business there, and all sorts of construction work was being carried on there 


Since wc rewained for quite some time, 
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e ic vou know anythin; about the fact as to whether » 25 bo 45 kilometers 
West of Smolensk, 300 Russian camps with captured Polish officers had been 
found, which camps allegedly came into German hands ? 

ie Polish officers from prisoner of war camps ? That was something I never 
card anything about, 
le Did your Arn Group have reports about these Polish comps ? 

Ae Noe I would have noticed that, since the number of prisoncors و‎ and espo- 
cially officers, were reported on, anc these reports were submitted to me in 
the evenin;;, reports which the prisoners made, It was our responsibility to 
roccivo these reports and we saw thon every evenin;s:,. 
te You did not receive a report to that effect ? 
4e I never saw such a report from an arny group which would have made tha 


report, nor did I ever receive a report 


H0170 — 0037 
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from an army group which would have had to transmit this report, 

Q Could a report like that have been handed in from another source or 
to another effice ? ` 

A The official channel in the Army was very strict and very Stringent, 
and this staff saw to it that official channels were followed, The army group 
was obligated to give those reports which they had to fill out according to 
form, and this group took care of the figures concerning prisoners, Therefore, 
it is quite out of the questione If a number of officers had fallen into the 
hands of an army group, it would have been impossible for this army group to 
have transmitted this report in the channel and along the lines that you have 
just outlined, 

Q You said, just a bit ago, that you had an especially close relation- 
ship with the officers of this regimente Did you learn anything through 
Colonel Tedenck or Colonel Ahrens, or others, to the effect that Polish 
officers had been shot in Katyn Forest ? 

A I knew these officers of the regiment almost without exception, because 
I’ myself lad been wien this regiment for more than a yeare I was in such 
close relationship with most of the officers that, even outside of official 
channels, they told me everything that took place, Therefore, it is quite 
out of the question that an important matter like that would not have come to 
my attention, On the basis of the training which obtained in the regiment, it 
` is quite impossible that there should not have been at least one who would 
have come to me immediately to tell me about Sueh things, 

Q As to the deployment for Regiment 537 == did you know about all of 
these orders in the course of your work ? 

A The orders for this regiment were found in two Ways, reports which 
applied to the Wireless, and Second, to the teletype, Since I was an expert 
at the latter, it was quite a matter of course that I drafted these reports 
and submitted them to General Oberhaueser, Therefore, each report which was 
issued had either been drafted by me, or I had seen it in advance, 

Q Was there an order given out by your office to shoot Polish prisoners 
of war ? 

À An erder like that was neither given by our office nor f rom another 
office to the regiment. We did not have a report to this effect, nor did we 


hear about things like that from any other source or through any other channel, 
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Q If an order like that came through official channels, could that only 
come through your office and through you ? 

A This order would have called for the fact that many members of the 
regiment would have been taken awaye Since we were very short of men almost 
every man in the regiment had to be informed about everything, and it would 
have been quite out of the question that members of the regiment would have 
been taken away without our knowing about it, 

DR, STAHMER : I have no further questions, ‘fr. President. 

Di, KRANZRUEHLER ( Counsel for dofandant Doenitz) 

Mr. resident e 

THE PRESIDENT 5 Dre Kranzbuehler, whom are you appearing on behalf of 1 

Die KRANZLUEHLER : For Grand Admiral Doenitz, Mr. President, 

THS PRESIDENT s There is no charge made against Grand Admiral Doenitz 
in connection with this offense at all, 

DR, KRANZ UEHLER ¢ Mre Fresidont, the exaggerations and the propaganda 
connected with them took place at a period of time when Grand Admiral Doenitz 
was Commandcrein=—Chief of the Navy. The prosecution alleges that at that tin 
Grand Admiral Doenita was a member of the Cabinet and had participated in all 
acts taken by the government, Therefore, I consider him accused in connection 
with the case Katyne 

THE PRESIDENT ¢ That would mean that we should have to hear examination 
from everybody who was connected with the Government, The Tribunal has alres 
pointe? out, with reference to admiral Raeder, that his case was not connect 
with this matter, It is only when it is directly connected with the matter 
that counsel for the individual defendants are allowed to examine, in additi: 
to tho deterdansk counsel who calls the witness, If there is any sugges bi ori 
that vou wish to make to the counsel vihe is calling tha witneea, you onn mak 


it to him, Gut son ^"; aot entitled =a 
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DR, KRANZBUEHLER: ifr, President, I shall try to restrict myself to 
the utmost, but I am asking your permission to put two or three questions to 
this witness, 

THE PRESIDENT: If you have any special questions to put, you may 
suggest them to Dr, Stahmer, and Dr, Stchmer will put them, 

Dr, Kranzbuchler, if you want to put any questions, you may put them 
to Ur, Siahmer, and he will put them to tho witness, 

DR, KRANZBUEHLER: Mr, President, I did not quite understand. Shall 
I write these questions down for Dre Stahmer? 

IHE PRESIDENT: If vou cannot do it verbally, you may do it in 


writing, and you may do it later on, But I rcally do not think there can be 


o Suggest to Dr, Stahmer as all that. 


ct 


any questions which it is so difficult 
i. KRANZBUEHLER: It mey b. put through Dr. Stahmer? I was only 
thinking that I would save some time by putting the questions myself, 

TH PRESIDENT: I told you, if you wish to ask any questions, you 
must ask them through Dr. Stahmer, 

DR. KRANZBUEHLER: Thank you, lir, Prosident. 

THE PRESIDENT: In the meantime, tie Tribunal will go on with the 
cross examination, and any questions which you wish to put can be put in re- 
oxamination, 

Does the prosecution wish to Siento icto 

CROSS EXAMINATION 
EY COLONSL SiXIRNOV: 

Q Witness, will yous tate your exact function in the army? You were 
in charge of telephone communications in tho headquarters of the army group 
center, voro you not? 

A No, Nr, Prosecutor, you arc Wrong e I was the expert of the signal 
corps of the army group center, not the wireless export. 

Q That was precisely the core of my question. The translation was 
probably incorrect, So you were in charge of telephone communications, were 
you not? Is that correct? 

A Yes; you are right. 

Q Simple, clerical telegrams, or ciphcrod لننا‎ 
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‘ BY COLONZL SMIRNOV: 


= 4 


Q I would like to ask you the following question. Since the sceret 
war telephone messages passed through you, did you accomplish closer telephone 
communications with the so-called Einsatzgruppe B and the Sonderkommando 
Moskov, which was at that timo in Smolensk, which was assigned to commit crimes 
in iioscow? Both commandos were at that time in Smolensk, 

A Such reports did not come into my hands. I can give a complete 
explanation to you, Hir. Prosccutor. If, in tho arca of sphoro of the army 
group contor, commandos like that wore used, thoso commandos had thcir om 
viréloss stations; in the course of the Russian campaign, later, these officers 
had teletype connections as well, then they basod this activity on the notwork 
of the army group, However, that only happened later. 


Q Consequently, the telegrams of those special units which, in 


accorcanco with instructions of high police duthoritics were assigned to carry 


out Sonder actions in coo»oration with military units did not pass through your 
hands in September and October of 1911? 
A That is correct. At that time, there were no teletype connections 
and offices for special units, even if they wore in that arca at all, 
COLONEL SMIRNOV: Nir. Prosidont, this document was already prosonted 


to the court when the Report No, USSR 3 was presented. If the Tribunal will 


permit it, I should like to present to tho Tribunal and to tho defense photostati 
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copies of one of the documents vhich were joined to that documents If the 
Tribunal will look at Page 2 of this document, it will see that the 
Sonderkommando Moskov and the Einsatzgruppe 3 were located in Smolensk . 
It says on the first page that this unit, together with Wehrmacht units, 
was assigned to carry out mass killings in the CAMBS e 

THE PRESIDENT: Colonel Smirnov, that is a matter of argument. 
We shall take judicial notice of it, of course, of everything which is in 
the Soviet Government's publication. I understand you to say that this 
document is a part of the Soviet government communication ar Soviet govern- 
ment report. 

COLONEL SMIRNOV: Yes, Mr, Presidents; but I would like to ask 
permissionto present to the Tribunal an original German cocument, a secret 
document, which confirms the same thing,and which says that in the area of 
Smolensk therewere two such Sonder Commandos asSigned to carry out mass 
killings in the camps. And they had to coordinate this action with 


Wehrmacht units which had to cooperate with then. 





THE PRESIDENT: Colonel Smirnov, is this document which you 
have just handed up to us a part of the Report USSR-3? 

COLONEL SMIRNOV: Yes, lire Fresident, it is a part cf the report 
USSR 3, called Special Instructions of the Hitlerite Govemment déoncerning 
the Treatment of Prisoners of War. I would like to ask the Tribmnal to 
allow me to present an original docurent, 

It says there that these Special units were located in Smolensk 
and were assigned to carry out mass killings in the prisoner of var camps e 

THE FRESIDENT: Yes, Colonel Smirnov. This document is already 
in evidence, if the Tribunal understands. 

COLONEL SMIRNOV: Thank you, Mr. Presidente 
BY COLONEL SMIRNOV: 
Q Consequently, we may consider it as a matterof fact that the 
correspondence of these special units did not pass through your hands; is 
that correct? 

THE PRESIDENT: He has said that twice already. 


COLONEL SMIRNOV: Excuse me, Mr, President; 
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BY COLONEL SMIRNOV: 
Q Why do you contend with such certainty that there were not reports 
about the killing of the Poles? Because the killing ofthe Poles was a special 


action, and communications of this action was not supposed to nass thr ough 
5 a dh & 


your hands? ls that correct? 


He... 
t- 


lanswered to the Soviet prosecutor -~ rather I answered Dre Stahmer-- 
that if in the area of the Signal Group 537 killings of that sort had taken 
place i would have known about theme As the prosecutor just said, I did not 


claim that which he $ trying to put before me. 


THE FRESIDENT: Colonel Smirnov, the Tribunal think you had better 


the Tribunal so that it will go into the record 

COLONEL SMIRNCV: Yes, jaa President.’ 

THs PRESIDENT: Go on, Colonel Smirnov. 

CCLONZL SMIRNCV: Thank you, Mr. President. 

This document is dated Berlin, 29 October 191. It has a classi- 
fication "Secret, important state matters", In the column concerning the 
reason, there is a reference to July and the 12th of August, 1941. I shall 
now read a few short sentences, and I shall begin with the first sentence: 

"In the appendix, I give your directions for the evacuation of 


Soviet war civilian and prisoner of war canps and transient camps in the 


i 
+ 


ES lam Lu M : 3 a ^ 5 e^ ١ + و‎ "f? e^ } v^ ar) , rire ۷ 
rear ariny territories and ask you for your acknowledgment e 


"These directives have been worked cutin collaboration with the 
OKH. The OKH has advised the commanders of therear army territory as well as 
e 
the local comsanders of the prisoner of war camps and the transient Camps ٠ 
"The Special Action Groups, depending on the size of the camp in 
their territory, are setting up Sc-cer Commandos in sufficient strength 


under the imdership of an SS leader.! 


Now I shall start reading the last paragraphs 


(D 


"i emphasize especially that the orders Nos, 8 and li, in case of 


evacuation, are to be destroyed immediately and a report is to be made in 





l July 19lo5-M-DMR-ll-3a Willians 


50-5 





was located near Einsatzgruppe B, composed of Einsatzcommandos 7=A, 7-D, و8‎ 
end 9; and in addition to this, there was also located in Smolensk, a Sonder- 
j komando Moskov, which had been so named prematurelye 

THE PRESIDENT: The Tribunal directs that the whole documert shall © 
Te will now récess until five minutes past two, 


be transla tede 


(A recess was taken until 1405). 


د 
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LFTZaANOON SESSION 


/ ١ 
m 8 i ^ ^! j c / 
(Tho hearing reconvened at 1400 hours, l July 1946, ) / 7 
REINHARD DICHBO4N == Resumed 
CROSS EXAMINATION == Continued 
COLONEL SiIIRNOV: Mr. President, I have no more questions to put to this 


THE PRESIDENT: Dr. Stahmer, 


DIRECT EXAMINATION 
BY DR, STAHMER:s 
û. Mr. “itness, do you know who was in that Dnieper Castle before the occu- 
pation by German troops, who owned it, who lived there ? 


ii. That, I cannot say far certain, We noticed that the little castle was 





furnished astonishing well, It was buiit very efficiently, It had two bath- 
rooms, 2 skiing room, 4 rifle range and a cinema, Just then we na drawn certé 
conclusions, that is to say, when the events became known but L do not know 
anything certain about the previous owner. 

. The Russian prosecutors have submitted to you a docum ont dated the 29th 


of October 1941, It contained directives for commandoes of the chicf of the 


army group, ith reference to that document, I want to ask you whether you hac 


j 


en opportunity to learn personally what the attitude of Ficlararshal Kluge was, 
the chicf of the army group, what his views were regarding the $i hootin; of pri- 
soncrs of war ? 


A 


Åe Quite by accident, I became the personal witness of a confcrence between 
Bock and Kluge, both suprane commanders, That conversation took place about 
wo or three wecks, three or four weeks before the beginning of the Russia 
campaicn and I cannot tell you the exact time, atthe timc, FPiclamars hal von 
Bock was the supreme commander of the army group center and Ficlcmanshal von 
Kluge was the supreme commander of the 4th army group, at Warsaw, One cay, 


I was called by the adjutant of Ficldmarshal von Bock, who was Li, Colonel 


Count Hardenberg,. He fave mo the === 
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IHE PRESIDENT: Those details are entirely irrelevant, &ron!t they, 
all: you want to ask hin is : what was the attitude of von Kluge ? That is all. 
Di, STAiHLIER: The answor didn't come through, I didntt understand, Mr. 
President, what you said, 
THE PRESIDENT; I said that all these details aro irrolcvant, 
Li, STAHMER: It still isn't coming through, Yes, now Mr, Prosident, 
THE PRESIDENT: What I said was, that all these details about the par- 
ticular place where von Kluge met some other army group commander is utterly 
irrevelant, 411 you are tryin; to ask him is s what was von Kluge!s attitude 
towards the murder of war prisoners ? Isn't that all ? 
Di, STAHLIERs Yes, 
BY Di. STAHNER:e 
Qe Will you answer the question briefly, Mr. Witness, Please just tell us 
what von Kluge said , 
ae Von Kluge told von Bock during a telephone conversation that the directi: 
which contains orders to shoot certain prisoners of war was an impossibility 
anc! could not be carried out, c nsicering the discipline of tho troops, Von 
Dock shared this point of view and both these gentlemen talked for half an 
hour about the measures which they wanted to adopt in this conncetion, 
ze According to tho allczations of the prosecution, the shooting of these 
eleven thousand Polish officers is Supposed to have been carricd out sometime i 
September 1941 and the question now is : Do you consider it possible, consi- 
coring the local conditions, that such mass shootings and burials could have 
been carried out next door to the regimental headquarters without you yourself 
having heard about it ? 
fie In preparation for the move of the army group to Smolensk, we were most 
attentive, We had quite a lot of s icnal troops which were used for the purpo- 
se of extending the site, The entire site was continuously usod by thcso 
troops for tho laying of cables anc telephone lines anc it is out of the quos- 
tion that any such event could have occwyred in that particular arca without tJ 
regimen tal headcuarters h^ving failed to gain knowledge of it, 
Di. STAHIER: I have no further questions to the witness, lir, President, 
THE PRESIDENT: The witness can retire, 
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Di. STAHUER: Mr. President, before calling my third witness, Lt, General 
Oberhausser, may I ask your permission to make the followin; remarks ? The 
prosccution have up to now oniy alleged that Re-iment No, 537 nad been the 
one which had carricd out these shoo otings and it has 231:50 that they have 
done so under Colonel Ahrens! command, Still tccCay, Colon Ahrcns is accused 
os’ being the perpetrator, apparently this allegation hos been dropped because 
it has been said that if it wasn't Ahrens it must have been bis predecessor, 
Colonel Bedenck, and if it hasn't been one by Colonel Bedenck, then appsren- 
tly there is supposed to be a third version, that it has been done by the SD, 
The defcnse hac entirely adapted themselves to the contra dicting statement 
that it had been Colonel Ahrens who had committed the act, but co nal dering 
the changed attitude adopted by the prosecution, I shall have to name an 
addi tional fourth witness and that is ist v Lieutenant Hodt who had been mentione 
as the perpetrator todey and who was with the rezimental staff right from the 
beginning and who was with the advance party which arrived at the Dnieper 
Castle, in July, The address of lst Lieutenant Hoct, I heard of quite acciden- 
tally yosterday, He is at Gluecksbur; near Flensburg and I therefore ask to 
be allowed to name lst Licutenant Hodt as a witness, who will rivo evidence 
that during the time between July and September such shootin:s were not carried 


Out. 
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THE PRESIDENT: Dr. Stahmor, the Tribunal will consider your 
application when they adjourn at half past three with reference to this extra 
witness, 

DR, STAHMER: Yes, sir. Thon I shall now coll the vitnoss Lt. 


General Obcrhaueser, 


EUGEN CBERHAUESER, a witnoss, took the stand and testified as 
follows: 
BY TIB PRESIDENT: 
Q Will you state your full namo, please? 
A 


Eugen Oberhaueser. 


e 


Will you repeat this oath after mo: 
I swear by God, the Almighty and Omnisciont, that I will speak the pure 
truth and will withhold and add nothing, 


(Tho witness repeated the oath). 


Q Gencral, what position did you hold during the war? 
A I was the signals commander in an Army group first of all, during 


the Polish campaign North; then Western campaign B, and then in Russia, Army 


Group Center. 


Q When did you and your staff reach the neighborhood of Katyn? 
A Sometime during September, 19l11. 

Q Where was your staff located? 

A Hy staff was located in the immediate vicinity of tho Supreme 


Commander of the Army Group: that is to say, about twolve kilomotors west of 
J M3 و‎ 


omolonsk near the railroad station of Krasnibor, 


Q Was Regiment No. 537 under your cormand? 
A Regiment 537 was directly under my command, 
Q What task did that regiment have? 


A That regiment had the task of establishing both wireless and tolograpi 
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communications between the Supreme Command of tho Ar rry Group and the various 


armics and othcr units which were diz rectly under its commend. 


Q as the staff of that regiment accommodated near you? 
A the staff of that regiment was about throc Kilometers west from ny 


own position, 

Q Can you give us more dotail:d : information regarding tho oxact 
location of the staff quarters, 537 I noan? 

A Staff quarters of 537 were in a rathor nico Russian timber house. 
Comissars wore supposed to have been living there before and it vas on the 
stcop bank of the Rivor Dniopor. lt was somewhat off tho road, perhaps four 
to five hundred meters away and it was four ki ometers west from the main 
highwoy Smolensk to Wibctsk, 

Q Who wasthe commanding officer of the reeinent after the capture of 
Smolensk? 

A After the capture of Smolensk, Coloncl Bedenck was the coloncl of 


the rceginent? 


() r how long? 

A Until about November, 19)1, 

Q ho was his successor? 

A His successor was Colonel A'rcns 

i How long? 

A Approximately until Septamber -= it may have been August, 1913. 

Q Were you near Katyn aslong as that, too? 

A Until the Supreme Command of the Army Group transferred its hoad- 


quarters farther west, I was still therc, 

Q What were your relations to tho commanders of this regiment? 

A ily relations to the regimental commanders were most hearty, both 
officially and after duty, which is due to the fact that I myself had been the 
first commander of that regiment. i mysclf had formed the regiment and I 


was most attached to it, 


Q Did you personally visit tho Dnieper castle frequently? 
A I went to the Dnieper castle frequently; I can well Soy, in normal 


times, once or twice a wook. 








Kies MIN 


Q Did the commanders visit you in the meantime? 

A The commanders came to see me more frequently than I went to sce them, 

Q Did you know anything about the fact that near Smolensk, about twenty- 
five to forty kilometers from the tomy therc were three Russian camps which 
contained Polish prisoners of war who had fallen into the hands of the Germans? 

A Nothing was known of that to me, I have never heard of it, 

Q Was there an order, which is supposed to have come from Berlin, that 


Polish officors who were prisoners of war should be shot? 


/ 


A No, there neverwis such an order issucd, 

Q Have you yoursclf given such an order: 

A I have never given such an order, 

Q Do you know whether Colonel Bodenck or Colonel Ahreng have caused 


such shootings to be carricd out? 


A I am not informed, but I consider it absolutely impossible, 
Q W ny? 
A Because such a decisive order would first, unconditionally, have gone 


through no, for I was the dircct superior of the regiment, And, sccondly, 
because if such an order had been given, for a reason which I couldn't explain 
to myself and through a channel which I wouldn't have been able to control, then 
the commanders would most certainly have called no or they would have cono to 
sco me and they would have said: "General, they are asking something here which 
we can not understand," 

Q Do you know First Lt, Hodt? 

A Yes, I know hin, 

Q What position did he have in Regiment 537? 

A Hodt had a number of posts in the regiment, iostly, he was sont 
ahcad because he was a particularly qualificd officor, particularly technically 
qualified, He was usually making preparations when headquarters were changed, 
He was used as an advance party of the so-called technical company, in order 
to establish the new fighting positions; and then in the regiment ho was the 
expert for the telephone system. That meant he dealt with all telephone calls 
and all technical sides of the telephone system with the Supreme Commander of 


the Army Group, and in my staff he was often uscd to fill the position of any of 
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my officers who were on leave, 


R Vas ho also in charge of the advance party during the advance on Katyn; 
A That I cannot say. l can only say that I personally heard from the 


head of my staff communications systom that ho had sent an officer ahead, after 
it had been ascertained where the hoa» Merters were to be constructed, that this 
officer was acting on my behalf and was preparing things in such a wy as I 
wanted it from the point of viow of the commnications troop connandor, I do 
not know who was in charge of that advance party at tho tino, but it is porfcctl: 
possible that it was Lt. Hodt. 

Q Were you, during the period after the capture of’ Smolensk, on or about 


the 20th of July, 194l, and in the transfer of your staff to Katyn on the 20th 
y 9 3 0 J 


of September, were you in Katyn or the vicinity? 
A 1 was in tho vicinity. l was where the headquarters of tho Arry 


Group wanted to establish itsclf; that is, in the woods west of Smolensk. on 
L 2 5 3 


the fringe of which was Katyn. 


Q were you there a lot during that time? 

A I should say two or three tines, 

Q Did you talk to Hodt on those occasions? 

A If he was the officer in charge of that advance party, which I can 


not say today, then I must have talked to hin certainly. At any rate, I did 
م‎ y y aaa ^ os E 5 í se! ae 9 Ti y 5 on 
uoli to my officer, tho ono I went, and on that occasion, tho ono bolonging to 


tho regiment also, 


Q have you heard anytning about the question of whether, during that 
time, shooting occurred? 
A I have never heard anything oxcopt in 1913, when these raves were 
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Were overgrown with tiribopr, he WOVeP, anu nocth.r, and ugod ss a 
path to get to tho مون دن ذه[‎ Castle fron tho noin vc aon 

7 Was the placo where موه‎ wOVGS Were lator diseovorod 
Cversrown Whon you vot thoro? 
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headquarters the spot next te 11,000 Goad, 
$ Can you tell mo how tlo uilsecvory cf the 5rcvos b^pponod? 
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Q Froi whom did you hear that? 
PA (ito probably through tho cormuander himself, who, bee 
cause ho was directly on that sito hed hoard more chout thet than 
ovon I hed, But 1 con't rononbor that oxactly now, 

P So you didn't rocoivo official notice about the discovery 
of the gravos, did ycu? 

å No, I didn't. 


0 4ftor the oponing cf tho gravos, did you talk to tho 


^ 


German or foroisn momoers of that cormission? 
A JL have novor talked to ony noribers of that cormission, 
Di, S TAMIER: I hive no furthor questions, tir, Prosidcnt, 
IHE PRESIDINT: Colonel Snirnov, 
CROSS BAAN DVATION 
BY COLONEL SMIRNOV: 


Q Witness, you arrived in tho rogion cf Katyn in Septone- 


i 1941, not 1943, 


ixcuso i10, I meent Soptoubor 1941, I 


} S that correct? 
1 bos, Soptember 1941, 
Q ind you contont thet you 244 not lmow anything aout 


— m 1m «= ome dh E TU ee LN rear d 8 ASE = کک‎ 5 
cciipe cf tolish prisoners of war who wore in tho hands of Gorran 


military cuthcrities, is thet so? 


^ 


m 1 have novor at any tine hoard anything a>cut Polish 


Na 


priscnors of war boinc in tho hands of Gorricn troops, 


e) i undorstand that this h nc diroct relation to your 
62110121 activity as a simal corps crficor, but did you over 


witnoss casos whon Gernen nilitary units cobo) tho woods throush 
the vicinity of tho hichway Snolensk-"i.tebdsk to stop Polish priscnoz 
of war who escaped fron tho canps? 

A I kavo nevor honra anything about trcops moving there 
in crior to, shall we say, roecpturo ن‎ 8625200 Polish prisonors of 
war, I ravo heard chout thet here for tho first tiro. 

0 Plocso mnswor ro, Havon't you soon Gorman riili tory units 
sonrching for Polish prisoners cf wer whe wore Hiding in tho 5 

A I kravo not soon thou, 
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۵ Ploase answer the followings question: You were on sood 


Ea 


terms with Colonel ZLrons, woren't you? 


^ 


A I have good rolctíons with all commanders of the rocinont. 


- 


Q anc. in adclition to that, you woro his irmiodicte suporior? 


Q Colonel “hrons found out arcut tho nass 5rovos ot tho md 


wv 


D 
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941 or at tho beginning of 1942, Did ko t.ll you about this, 
about tho Fact that ho dlscovorodà thon? 

Á l cannot boliovo that in 1941 Colcnol ihrons is su»»osod 
to have uisccverod tho gr-vos,. ll eonnot iuo7;ino ths, and if ho 


hoc, + would havo lmown aout it thon, 


as‏ ` 10 : - مد net eed‏ - حم 
Q So you contend that in 1942 ni in 1923 Colonel «brons‏ 


didn't cormunicate with you tn rorard to this fret? 
HN Colonol ihrons nover telc rio, and ke would havo tol 
me if ho had known, 
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n Pistols of w 
2 llct wes tho Parabellum pistcl. Tho calibor, I think, 


was 7.65, out L can't romenber fer cortain, 


0 Parabollwi pistols. Wore these Mausor pistcls or sono 
cthor vocpons? 

HY Ikat voriod,. Won-cormiissioned officors, as for os I 
imcw, had tho sualler Mouser pistols, ictuclly, only non-cormis- 


121100 01210028 wore oquipped with pistols, Tho majority of tho 
rion had carbines. 
Q L would liko you to toll us somo more nbdout the DIistols, 
You say thet thoy woro 7,65 colibcr pistols, is that truo. 


1 L cannot how, نات‎ tko ncomont, sive you exact informetion 


c5out the eclibor,:. I only mow that the Pernbollun pistol head 
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7.65 or scio such caliber, I think tho Mouser pistol had a soro- 
whet smellor caliber, 
0 And Welthor pistols? 
i Ioro wero Valthors thoro too. I think thoy wd the 
same caliber cos the iidusor, It is a smaller pistol ond it is Dot- 
ter then tho soiowhat ceunuborsoro Psrabellwi pi scl which is hocvion, 
Q Xos, 1216025286 toll me whethor in this rocinont tko junior 


officors possossod the pistols, Is that truo? 


A 48 û rulo, non-ooiilssionol officers kad pistcls but 


NCO had a pistol -- 

0 end how mony woro there all tosether? Lew mony pistcis 
were there in your regiment if you consider th.t evory non-cci- 
nissionoà cificor hod a pistol? 

À Thon thet vould criount te nveut 15- üowovor, tc zivo 
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fs Because a signal reginont of an amy croup deployod 
in & largo aroa is never tofothor, The rocinont wont fron 
Acladop as for as Topsk md thoro woro small units ovoryvhor > 
and in tho control dopirtnont of the reminont thoro wero comparae 


Q Ihe main part of your units was in tho Kat 
wasn't it? 

A 1 didn't micrstand your aucstion, 
fhe main mits of your rogkiont wor. loeated in tho 
Ketyn wocds, weron't thoy? 


12715 

















DT 


l July-A-On-15-1 | Karr 
j 0-00 
A Principally there was the first company between the regimental staff 
quarters and the actual comand of the army groupe Thgyrwere accomnodated 
there and they were the company which was handling the communications, the 
telephone and teleprinted messages for the arny group. It was that company, 
therefore, which was neareste 


Q One more question, The officers of your regiment were obviously 


m" 


armed with pistols and not with carbines 
A Officers had pistols only and as a rule they only had small ones. 
Possibly one or the other may have had a rarabellum pistol, 
Q That is to say or a Walther or Mauser ? 
4 Yes, that is right, 


T3 


Q Did you frequently visit the villa where the headquarters of Regiment 


537 was located ? 

A Yes, I was there at least o و‎ Sometimes twice a weck, 

Q Were you interested as to why soldiers from other military units 
visited the villa and Special beds were prepared for them as well as drinks 
and food in the kitchen ? 

A I cannot imagine that any largeescale visits of strange soldiers or 
members of other units visited there or could have arrived there and would 
have been there, I do not know anything about that ANYWAY. 

Q I did not speak about a great number, I an Speaking of twenty or some- 
times twenty-five mone 

A Tq the regimental commander received his chiefs and comme nders for an 
officers! noetinz then, of course, the little castle at the Dnieper would have 
a number of officer visitors which it normally would not have, 

Q No, I have not mentioned the officers, 

1 would like to ask you another question, Would the figure 537 appear on 
the epaulettes of the soldiers belon ing to the 537 regiment ? 

A As far as I recollect the figure was on the epaulettes and at the 
beginning of the war they could be covered up to camouflage then but I cannot 
renember whether during that particular period these covereup flaps were used 
or note At any rate entrance to the regimental headquarters had a yellow and 
black flag, which bore the ficure 5376 

Q I am Speaking about the arrival of soldiers who did not have on their 
shoulder Strap the firure 537. Were you interested in finding out whet those 
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soliiors did there in September and October of 191 ? Did your comnanders 
roport to you about this ? 

A May I ask what year this was, in 19l1 ? 

Q Yes, 191, 

A I do not think that at that time there was a lot of traffic of 
Strangers at staff headquarters becauso during that period everything was 
being constructed and I cannot imagine that strange group units even of 20 
or 30 people should have been there, I personally, as I have told you, was 
there only once or twice weekly during the beginning of October-November, 

Q Deginnins with what date of September did you start visiting this 


villa once or twice a week ? What is the exact date ? 





A That I cannot say, I cannot tell you. The commanders. of the army group 
were at the end of September and shortly before the battle of Yasma moved into 
that district from Volsov, 

Q. Con sequently, you could start visiting this villa only at the end of 
September or beginning of Octobere 

A Then the little castle was finally occupied and the regi:ient did not 
arrive much earlicr than we from the supreme command of the army group, They 
did not move there much earlier 

IHE PRESIDENT : Colonel Smirnov, is it necessary to co into this detail r 
Have you any particular purpose in going into so much detail ? 

COLONEL SMIRNOV s: Mre President, I ask this question for the following 
ater we shall interrogate witnesses for the Soviet Frosecution on 
the same point and chiefly that person who was the chief of the legal and 
medical branch, That is why I would like to ask the permission of the Court 
to clarify this point concerning the time when the witness visited the villa, 

IHE PRESIDENT : Yes, very well. Do not go into greater détail than you 
find absolutely necessary. 

PY COLONEL SM RNOV ¢ 

Q Consequently, at the beginning of September 1941 you were not in the 
villa of Katyn woods and you could not be there, is that true ? 

4 I cannot remember that exactly, The regimental commander used it and 
he reconnoitered around the little castle and set it up for staff headquarters 


When exactly he moved I cannot possibly tell you because I had other jobs to do, 
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Q Nog I asked whether you pe sonally could be in the villa during the 
first part of September, rouzhly up to the 20th. of September. Could you be 
there or not ? 

À I do not think so, 

COLONEL SMIRNOV : I have no further questions, lr, President, 


ITE PRESIDENT : Do you wish to rc-examine ? 





Die STAHMER : Unfortunately, Mr. President, I shall have to come back 
to the question of time because it was not brought out too clearly during thes; 
last questions, 

REDIRECT EXAMINATION 
LY Die STAHMER ¢ 

Q The decisive point is this, general, When did regiment 537 move into 
tho castle ? 

A Again I assume curing September, 

Q Peginninr or end ? 

4 Probably rather more towards the end of Sentember, 
Q Until then only the advance party were there ? 


A The advance party of the re; ment was there and the officer whom I 


Q How many non-commissioned officers wore with the advance party ? 

A I cannot tell you exactly who the regiment sent» I personally had sent 
one officer. Generally the regiment could not have sent too manye Generally 
Speaking, it is always the case that the regiment is still serving at the old 
position and Simultaneously it is to construct the new position, Consequently, 
during this period of re-grouping, shall we say of the lear of a supreme 
corinand of an army groups there is always a considerable shortage of manpower, 
The old position still has to be looked after, the new position requires men 
for construction so that as always during this period, there wer. too few 
people, 


Q Can you not even give us an estimate of the figure of that advance 


A Thirty, forty or fifty mene 
How many non=conmissioned officers ? 


A4 Very probably one or two officers, a few non-commissioned officers 
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Q 
A 
Q 
A 
Vitebsk 
A 


Q 


The regiment was very widely drawn out, was it not ? 

15. 

How far, approximately ? 

In the entire area of the army group center, Orel shall we say, Orel- 
- in that entire area they were widely dispersed, 

How many kilometers was that, approximately ? 

Four or five hundred kilometers, 


Do you know Judge Advocate Ceneral Dr, Konrad of the Army group ? 


جع 


o you know whether hey in 1943, interrogated the local inhabitants 


about the date when the Polish offic rs were supposed to have been shot in the 


wood 9 


A 


Nos I do not knows 


Di, STAHMER 5 I have no further questions, ir, President, 


BY THE PRESIDENT 


Q 


v 


Were there any Einsatzkomnandos in the Katyn area during the time that 


you were there ? 


A 
Q 


4. 


of the 


6 


Nothing has ever come to my knowledge about that, 

Did you ever hear of an order to shoot Soviet cormissars ? 

I only heard of that by heresay at the time, 

When ? 

Probably at the beginning of the Russian campaign, I think, 

Defore the campaign started or after ? 

I cannot remember having heard anything like that before the beginning 


> 
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I should like to start with my interrogation, Hr, Prosidont, 
THE PRESIDENT:  Cort.inly, 
BY COLONEL SMIRNOV: 

Q Plooso toll us, Witnoss, what your occupction was bofore 
the Gernuan occupation and whoro you were living in Snolonsk, 
fe Before tho occupation óf S molensk and tho surrounding 
rogion, I livecd in tho city cf Guclonsk and wes profossor first 
ct the Smolensk University oni thon-- 

^) loaso spoak slcwly. 

PA --2n& thon of the Sinclonsk Podocorical Ins tituto, and at 
the sano time I was Director of tho Suclonsk Astronomical Obsorva- 
tory. for twonty yoors I was tho Doon of tho Physics ond Mctho- 
natics Faculty, ond in tho last yerrs woe Geputy of tho Director 


of the Scicntific part cf the Institute, 


a WALT 1 د‎ ve 
9 P 10559 spock slowly 


v -=e 


, ^ res ^ 4 "A Wee mn m ME حت‎ n 2 4 55 = y a Fa 2 bs mM oe 
P actucliy, it wes a grove, a clocring in which tho inhibi- 


v 23 © Co + - 
tcnts.of  S&aolonsk usod to pass thoir leisure tino ono holiccays. 
Q Was this forest before tho wor cC. special rosorvotion 
which was foncod or sucrdcd? 
"1 During tho nony yeors th t L lived i: ounolonsk, this 
place was novor foncod, ma no rostrictions woro ovor plocod on 


cecoss to ile I porsonally uscd tc <o thoro very froquontly. T ho 
lost tino I wes thoro was in 194- cni in tho spri G of 194 In 


1 or Sf 2 1 Ta م‎ - er. 3 í "^^t > A FA ^ سد‎ "4 fy (^ 
this wocds tboro wis also « corm for pacnoors,  ihus, thoro wcs 


Q lease tell mo in what year there was z pioneer ccnp? 


^ M e ` " ^w | 4 3 -1- > 7 y ١ es a o^ Pp " ^: 

4 48 for aos I mow, it was thoro urinsa many yours, 
OT T T9 C! 1 8 TINT I 72 a Tle 1 cs sa ! "ms 52 ~ f^ = pt - 3 5 e و صم حمر‎ 
su) DIGOIDEMT: Wait a minute. Professor, will you wait 


t; minute, ploaso? 4hon you sco that yollow light rc on, i moans 


that you sro scing too fast, ond whon you arc asked a quosticn 


Will you pcuso bofcro ycu snswer it? Do you undorstand? 








l July å IG 16-3 
BY COLGQNEL SHIRNOV: 
0 Will you 2510286 repent your cnswor, cand 


i lor tho last 


the croa of the Katyn Woods in 1941, 
Q Consequently, in 1940 and 1941 before tho 


tho wareefand you 190 spring 


was not a special rosorvation 


١ X7 a ^ - - d - ' p o £ . E 

A OS. 4 8 thet that was the situation, 
TY = = ~ 2 "m 7 - AN . ? - 1 ¬ يك‎ 

Q Do you say this ^s on eyeewitness or fren 





0 لاا 
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Ae No, I say that as an eyeewitness, who used to go there frequently. 

Q. Please tell the Tribunal under what circumstances you became the 
first deputy of the mayor of Smolensk during the period of the German occupae 
tione Please speak slowly. 

A. I was an administrative employee, and I did not have an opportunity of 
leaving the place in time, since I was busy saving the very precious library 
of the Institute and the very precious equipment. I had an opportunity, thanks 
to circumstances, to try to escape only on the 15th in thc ovening, but I did 
not succeed in catching the train. I was supposed to leave the city on 16 
July in the morning, but during the night of 15 to 16 the city was unexpectedly 
occupied by German troops. All the bridges across the Dncipor were blown up, 
and I found myself in captivitye 

Aftcr a certain time, on 20 July, a group of German soldiers visited the 
observatory of which I was the Director. They took down that I was the 
Diroctor and that I was living there and that there was also a professor of 
physics living in the same building. 

In the evening of July 20 two German officers came to me and brought me 
to headquarters of the unit which had occupied Smolensk. After checking my 
documents and after a short conversation, they sugrestod that I become Chief 
of thc city. I refused, basing my refusal on the fact that I was a professor 
of astronomy and that I had had no experience in such matters and that I could 
not assume this role. They then declared categorically, "Te are going to 
force the Russian intelligentsia to work," 

Qe Thus, if I understand you correctly, the Germans forced you my 
threats to become the Deputy Mayor of Smolensk? 

A, That is not all. They told me also that in a few days I would be 
summoned to the Kommandantur e 

THE PRESIDENT: You are spending a lot of time on how he came to be Mayor 
of Smolensk. 

COLONEL SMIRNOV: Will you please allow me to pass to other questions, Mr. 


President? Thank you for your obsorvations. 
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BY COLONEL SMIRNOV: 

Qe Who was your immediate Superior? Who was the Mayer of Smolensk? 

A. Michagin. 

Q. What were the relations between this man and the German administration 
and particularly with the German Kommandantur? 

Ae These relations were established and becamc Closer and closer every 
day e 

Qe Is it correct to Say thot Michagin was the trustee of the Gorman 
administration and that they even told him some secret information? 

ie Yos. 

Qe Do you know that in thc vicinity of Smolensk there werg Polish 
prisoners of war? 

ie Yes, I do very woll, 

IHE PRESIDENT: I do not know what this is going to prove. You presumably 
do, but can you not como ncaror to tho point? 

COLONEL SMIRNOV: He gaia that he knew there were Polish prisoners of war 
in Smolensk, and with tho permission of the Tribunal, I would liko to ask the 
witness what these prisoners of war were doing. 

THE PRESIDENT: Very well; go one 
BY COLONEL SMIRNOV: 

Qe Please answer. hat wore the Polish prisoners of war doing in the 
vicinity of Smolensk, and at what time? 

A. In tho spring of 1941, and at the beginning of the swmer they were 
working on the restoration of roads, 

Q. What do you know about the further fate of the Polish prisoners of 
war? 

Ae Thanks to the position that 1 occupied, I learned about the fate of 
the Polish prisoners of war very early. 

Qe Please tell the Tribunal what you know about it, 

Ae In view of the fact that in the canp for Russian prisoners of war ther. 
Was Such a regime that prisoners of war were dying by the hundrods every day, 


I tried to liberate men whenever I had the slightest reason to enter this camp, 


zra TOEIC 
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I lcarned that in this camp there was also a very well known pedagogue named 
Chivlinski. I askcd “ichagin to ask the German Kommandantur of Smolensk, and 


Qo 


in particular von Schwactz, and try to liberato Chivlinski from this camp. 

Qe Please do not go into detail and do not wast timc, but tell the 
Tribunal about your conversations with Michagin. What did he toll you? 

ie HMichagin answored my request with, "What is the use? Wo can save 
one, but hundreds will dio," However, I insisted, and Michagin, efter a cer- 
tain amount of hesitation, agreed to make such a demand upon the German 
Kommandantur. 


te Please be short and tell us what Xichagin told you about the German 


Kommandantur. 
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A Two days lator ho told me that ho was in a bad spot be- 
cause of ny demend. Von Sehwactz refused hin, referring to an ín- 
struction from Berlin in establish a very severe regime with res- 
pert to prisoners of war. 

Q "hat did ho toll you about Polish prisoncrs of war? 

P AS 50 Polish prisoncrs of wer, he told no that Russians 


thenselves would dic in the canps while thoro were orders to oxtor- 


ninato tho Polos. 


Q Whet eonvorsation “ook plaze betwen you? 
TY I ansewoted., I scia. "aat áo you noon? What do you want 


` 
- oT 


to say? How do you unóorsoanl this"? ang niohesgin answered: "You 
Should undorstand Turis in -ris in the very Liter:u. sense of these 
words. He aske¢ nro not to tell anybody avout ir, Sinco it was a 


very great socroo," 


C "hon did this conversation of yours take place with Micha- 
gin? 
m This convorsation took place at tho beginning of 50552252 


I cannot ronozbor the cxnect date. 


Q But rou rononbor it was the beginning of Soptcoubor? 
m Yos. 
9 Did you over montion once nore this fate of Polish pri- 


Sonors of war in your further conversations with Michasin? 

ti Yes. Two woeks later--that is to say, at tho ond ol 
Soptember--I could not help asking kin, "What was tho fato of the 
Polish prisoners of war?" at virst Michagin hositotod, and thon he 


told mo, "Thoy have clroeady ciod., Tt is over with thorn." 


Q Diag ho toll you when. tomy wore killedy 

4s Ho toG mo that they 33 Leor shot in tho vicinity of 
Smolensk, 

Q prid boe nontioa tee even” “ace? 

ds Do. ue lw not Ceria “oho: oxaect plac, 

Q Toll no this, Dia yeu, in turn, tell aaybody about the 


oxternination, by Hitloritos, of the Polish prisoners of war near 


Snolensk? 
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P I talked about this to Professor Ischiriov, who was liv- 
ing in tho sene houso with Do. In addition to that, a fow days 
later I had a conversation about this with Dr. Nipolski, who was 
a physician in the city. However, I found out that Winolski know 
about this fron sono other source. 

Q Did Michagin toll why these Shootings took placo? 

4 Yes. iron ho told no of the priscnors of wer who were 
killed, he ozphasizod onco nore the necessity of kecping it a 
sceret, in order to provont disagrceable eonpronisos. Ho started 
to explain to ne the reasons for the German behavior with respect 
to the Polish prisoners of war. He pointed out that this was only 
one link in the chain cf tho gencral syster of Gorüaan policy with 
respect to Polish prisoners of war. 

M Did you hear anything cbout the oxitorsinotion of the 
Polos fron tho ouployoos of tho Gornan Konmandatura? 

5 Ucs, two or throc days leter, 

THE PRESIDENT: You aro both going too fast, and you are- 
n't pausing onough. You are putting your questions whilst the 
answers are coning through. You rust have ل‎ pauses, and مع‎ 
Slower, 

COLONEL SMIRNOV: Thank you, Mv. President. 
BY COLONEL SMIRNOV: 


Q Please continue, but Slowly. 
m I con't know where I was. 
Q I asked you whether any of the employees of the Gocnan 


Konmandatura told you anything about the externination of the Poles, 
m Two or three Gays later, when I visited the office of 
Michagin, I found there an interpreter fron the Scventh Division of 
the Gernan Konnandateur who wes in charge of the Russian adninistra- 
tion, and who had a conversation with Michagin concerning the Poles, 

Ec was a German fron tho country. 

Q Pcrhaps you can toll us quickly what ho said, 

is "hon I ontorod the roon ho Said: "Tho Poles aro not a 
valuable nation, and thoir extermination nay serve for tho widening 


of living space for the Gornan Nation." However, he said it in a 
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Very gonoral forn, 
Q Dic you hear about tho concrete fact of tho shootins and 
the cxtornination of tho Polish prisoners of war? 

THE PRESIDENT: You arc doing exactly what I said just 
now. You are asking the questions before the translation cones 
through. 

COLONEL SMIRNOV: Excuse mo, Mr. President, I will try 
to speak nore slowly. 

BY COLONEL SMIRNOV: 


t 


Q Dic you hear about tho Shooting of Polish prisoners of 


wv 


wer near Saolonsk? You hoard it from Michagin and he, in turn, 


heard it fron von oonwaotz. Is that truc? 
A When I cntored the room I heard the Conversation with 


Hirschfcold. I «sisscd tho beginning, but fron tho context of the 
conversation it was cloer that they spoke about this event. 

Q Did Michagin toli you 23bout tho shootins of Polish prison. 
ors of war, referring to tho Connandant, von Schwactz? 

m Yes; as far as ny lripression 60cs, he referred to von 
ochwactz.  But--and this is my deep convietion--ho had conversation 
about it with privato persons in the Konnandatura, 

Q When did Machagin tell you thet Polish prisoners of war 
were Killed near Snolonsk? 

a it was at tho end of September, 

COLONEL Si:IRNOV: I havo no further questions to put to 
this witness, Mr, Prosidont, 
THE PRESIDENT: Tho Tribunal will adjourn, 


(A recess was taken, ) 
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TH MARSHAL: If it please the Tribunal, the defendant Hess is absent. 
THE PRESIDENT: Dr. Stahmor. 
CROSS ILLAMINATION 
BY Di. STAHLZR: 
Q Witness, in your testinony, just before the recess, you rcad off your 


testimony, if I observed correctly. Will you tell me whether that was so or 


not? 

A I wes not reading anything. I have only a plan of the courtroom in 
my hand, 

Q It looked to me as though you were reading off your answers. How 


can you oxplain the fact that the interpreter alrocdy had your anster in his 
hands? 

A I do not know in what manner the interpreters could have my answors 
boforohond. The testimony which I an giving was knovm to the Commission 
beforchand and during the preliminary questioning. 

Q Do you know the little castle on the Dnieper, the little villa? 
Didn't you understand me or heer io? Do you know the Little castle on the 
Dnicper, the littlo villa on tho Dnieper? 

A I do not know which villa you mean. There were quite 2 nunrbor of 
villas on the Dnieper. 

Q The house which was near tho Katyn Forest on the precipitous bank of 
the Dnieper River. 

A I do not quite understand which houso you mean. The shore of the 
Dniener is quito wide and I do not understend your quostion. 

Q Do you know where the graves of Katyn were found, in which cleven 


thousand Polish officors had bccn buricd? 


A I wes not there, I did not sce the Katyn burial grounds. 

Q Had you never been in the forest of Katyn? 

A As I already said, I was thoro not once but many tincs. 

0 Do you know where this burici sito was locatod? 

A Hov can I know where tho burial grounds wore situated sinco I could 


not bo there since the occupation? 


Q How do you know that the little forest was not fenccd in? 
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A Before the oceupation of Smolensk District by the Gernan troops, 
the entire district, as I already stated, was not surrounded by any barrier but 
according to hearsay I know that after tho occupation, access to this forest 
was prohibited by the German High Cormand, by the German local comand. 
Q Therefore, you have no knowledge of tho fact that here in tho Katyn 


v 


forest a sanitariun or a convalescent home of the CPU was located? 

A I know very well that was known so all the citizens of Snolonslea 

Q Then, of course, you also know exactly which house’ I meant when I 
put my question to you a little bit ago? 

A I, myself, had never been in that housc. In general, access to that 
house was only allowed to the families of tho employees and of the convolcsconts, 
AS to the other persons, there was no need for then to go there. 

Q The house therefore was closed off? 

A No, the house was not forbidden to strangers but why should a stranger 


go there since he was not neant to go to rest there. This ws not 2 rest home 


for him but the garden and part itsclf was not fenced off, 


Q Weren't there guards Located therc? 
A l did not see then, 
Q This Russian witness who reported to you about the matter dealing with 


the Polish officers, is that witness still alive? 
3 


A The lawyer must nean the Mav; .-nehagon, if I am to understand you. 
Q Loss When you read off your testimony before, it wasn't casy for mo 


vo follow. Mayor Minchagen, is he still alive? 
A Hinchagen went away together with tho German troops during thoir 
retreat, and I remained, and the fate of Linehagon is unknown to ine, 

THES RESIDENT: Dr. Stannor, you are not entitled to say to the 
witness "when you rcad your testinony off" just now, because he donicd that he 
read his testimony off and there is no ovidonco that he has road it off, 

BY DR. STAHiISR: 

Q Did this Russian witness toll you that the Polish officors had como 
from the carm at Kosioltsk? 

A Do you mean the carp at Kosioltsk, yos. 


Q Yese 


12730 











rere T p TIT IT 


A Tho witness did not say that. 


(77 


Do you know that place and locality? 


€ 


A Do you mean Kosicltsk? Ido, yos. In 1940, in the month of August, 
at tho ond of August, I spent my leave there with my wife. 


Q Do you know anything about this fact, whether Polish officers were 
t 


D 


present in a Russian prisonor-cf-war carm? 


i Yes, I kno 11 tha LGe 


Q Up until what tine did these prisoners of war remain there? 
A I do not know that for sure but at the ond of August 1940, they werc 


therc e I con say that with great cortointy, 

Q Do you know, witness, whether this camp, together with its inuatos, 
canc into German hands? 
A Personally, according to my observations I do not know it but 
according to rumors, this was the caso; that is, of coursc, not ny om 


testinony and I mysclf did not sce it but I heard it, 


Q- Did you hear where these prisoners or inmates remeined or that 
happened to then? 

i tes, I know that they could not be evacuated. 

Q bid you find out or learn what happened to thon? 

A l1 have already in ny answers to the prosccutor testified that they 


were Shot upon the order of the Gernan Connand, 

Q And where did these shootings take place? 

m The defense counsel has apparently not heard my answers. I already 
testified that the Mayor Minchagen said that they were shot in the neighborhood 
of Smolensk but where ho did not say. 


Q iow many prisoners were involved here, what were the number of 


i Do you mean to say, during my conversation with liinchagen? I do nct 
understand your question. Do you mean to say during ry conversation with 


liinchagen? The exact number was not civon, 


Q What was the figure qucted to you by this? 
A liinchagen did not quoto the figure to ic, I repeat that this 


conversation took place on the last days of September 19l1. 
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Q Can you give us tho nano of an eyewitness who attended this shooting. 
anyone who witnessed the shooting o> was present tnorc? 
h I bolicvo that these executions were carried out under such 
circunstances that I doubt any Russian witness would be present therce 
THT RESIDENT: Witness, you should answer the question directly. 
You verc asked: “Can you give tho nancs of anybody who was there?" You can 
answor that yos or no and thon you can add any oxoplanations noccessarye 


THD WITNESS: I will follow your instructions, lr. President, 
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THE PRESIDENT: Can you give the name of anybo@y who saw the executions? 
THE WITNESS: No, I cannot name anybody who had seen it personally. 
BY DR. STABMER: 

Qe Through what German organization or unit did the shootings allegedly 
take place? 

e I cannot give the precise name of that unit, but we heard that it was 
the Pioneer Battalion which w's located there; but of course I do not know the 
exact location of the German troopse 

Qe Were Poles involved here who came from the Camp at Kosieltsk? 

Ae In general, at that moment during our conversation, they were not 
connected, but I do not know whether there were any other prisoners of war who 
had not been previously at Kosieltsk. 

Je Did you yourself see Polish officers? 

A. I did not know them myself but my students sew them and they told me 
that they had seen them in 194le 

Qe And where did they see them? 

A. On the road where they were cutting out work at the beginning of 
mmer, 1941. 

0. In what general area or location? 

A. In the district of the highway Moscow-Minsk, a little bit to the west 
of Smolensk. 

Qe Can you testify whether the Russian commander in chief had a report 
to the effect that Polish prisoners at the camp at Kosieltsk had fallen into 
the hands of the Germans? 

^. No, I have no knowledge of that. 

Qe What is the name of the German official with whom you talked at the 


^ 


cmaendantur, the military government office? 


۸ 


A, Not in the Sommandantur, but in theoffice of Minchigan. His name 
was Hirschfeld. 
هله‎ "hat was his position? 


A. He was a Sonderfuehrer of the 7th Detachment of the German Commandantu: 


in the town of Smolenske 
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DR. STAHMER: I have ng gurther questions, Mr. President = just another 


question of two, Mr. Presi deel. 
BY DR. STAHMER: 

Qe Because of your collaboration with the German authoritios, were you 
because of that fact punished by the Russian government? 

A: No, I was note 

Q, Are you at Liberty? 

A, Not only at liberty but, 8 I have already reported, I am at the 
present time a professor of two high schoolse 


^. Therefore, you are back in office? 


THE PRESIDENT: Colonel Smirnov, do vou wish to re-examine?s 

COLONEL SMIRNOV: No, Tre President, I have no further questions to put 
to the witnesse 

THE PRESIDENT: Witness, do you lmow whether the man, whose nome i 
understand to be Minchagen, was told about these matters himself or whether 
he had any direct knowledge of them? 
TOR WITNESS: According to the words of Minchagen, I understood quite 
definitely that he had heard that himself at the Commandantur Éric ean Schwe.ot; 
who was the Yommandant at the beginning of the occupation. At the beginning O' 


the occupation the Commandant was von Schwaetz. 


THE PR'SIDENT: Then the witness may retire. 


COLONEL SMIRNOV: Mr. President, I beg the Tribunal to allow me to call 
as witness Professor of the Sofia University, Marko Antonova Markov, & 
Bulgarian citizene 

THE PRESIDENT: Are you the interpreter? 

THE INTERPRETER: Yes, Sire 

THE PRESIDENT: Will you give us your full name? 

THE INTERPRETER: Ludomir Valeve 

THE PRESIDENT: Will you repeat this oath after mes 


I swear before God and the Law that I will interpret truthfully and to the 
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best of my skill the evidence to be given by the witness. 

(The Interpreter repeated the Oath). 

MARKO ANTONOVA MARKOV, a witness, took the stand and testified through 
the Interpreter as follows: 

BY THE PRESIDENT: 

Qe “ill you give us your full name, please? 

Ae Dr. Marko Antonova Markov, 

Qe Will you repeat this oath after me; 

I swear, as a witness in this case, that I will speak only the truth, 
being aware of my responsibility before God and the Law, and that # will with- 
hold and add nothing. 

IHE PRESIDENT: You nay sit down. 

MR. DODD: Mr, President, before this witness is examined, I would like 
to call to the attention of the Tribunal the fact that Dr. Stahmer asked the 
preceding witness a question which I understood went: How did it happen that 
the interpreters had the questions and the answers to your questions if you 
didn't have them before yous Now that question inplied that Dr. »tahmer had 
some information that the interpreters did havc the answers to the questions, 
and | sent a note up to the interpreters and I have the answer from the 
Lieutenant in charge that no one there had any answers or questions, and I 
think it should be made Clear on the record, 

THE PR'SIDENT: Yes, I think SOs too, 

DR. STAHMER: Outside the court room I was advised that this fact existed. 
Of course if it is not م‎ fact, I wish to retract my statemente I was from 


authentic sources although I dod not recall the name of the person who gave me 





this information: but I did receive this information. 
THE PRESIDENT: Such statements ought not be made bycounsel until they 


have verified it, 
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& COLONEL SMIRNOV : May I begin the cross examination of this witness , 
iens EMEN 
THE FRESIDENT : The examination, yos, H0170 —0077 


DIRECT EXAMINATION 


DY COLONEL SMIRNOV 


Q Witness, I beg you to tell us briefly, without taking up the time of 
he Tribunal with too many details, under what conditions you were include? 
in the socalled International Medical Commission created by the Germans in 


the month of April 1943 for the examination of the graves of Polish officers 





in the Katyn woods, 

I beg you, whilst answering me, to pause between the question I put to 
you and your own answer, 

A This occured at the end of April 1943, While working in the Medical 
Legal Institute where I am still working, I was called to the telephone by 
Dre Guero, 

TNS FRESIDENT ¢ The witness must Stop before the inte rpre ter begins. 
Otherwise, the voices come over the microphone togethere So the interpreter 
must wait until the witness has finished his answer before he repeats it, 

Now, tho witness has said == at least what I have heard == that in April 
19h3 he was called on the telephones 

A (Continuing) * I was called to the telephone by Dre Guerow who was 
a secretary of Dre Philo who was then Prime Minister of Tulvariag I was told 
that as a representative of the Dulgarian Government I was to participate in 
some sort of international medical commission which would investigate certain 
corpses cicovered in the forest of Ka tyn, the corpses of Polish officers, 

Not wishing to zo, I answered that I had to replace the director of the 
institute who was away in the country, Dre Guerow told me that according to an 

order of the Minister of Foreign Affairs who had sent the telegram, I would 
have to go to replace him there,  Guerow told me to come to the Vi inistry, There 
I asked him if I could refuse to comply with this order, He answered that they 
were in a state of war and that the government could send anybody wherever and 
whenever it was deemed necessarye 

Guerow took me to the principal secretary of the Minister of For eign 
affairs, Schuchmarnove Schuchmarnov repeated this order and told me that we 


were to examine the corpses of thousands of Polish officers, I answered that 
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to examine thousands of corpses would take several months, but Schuchmarnov 
said that tho Germans had 2lready exhumed a great number of these corpses and 
that I would have to 30 together with other members of the commission in order 
to see what had already been done, and in order to Sign, as Dulearian represent- 
ative, the protocol which had already been compiled, 

After that, I was taken through the German Embassy to Councillor Iformann 
who arranged all the technical sides of the t rip, 

This was on Saturday, and on Monday the 26th of April in the morning I 
flow off to Zerlin, There I was met by an employee of the “ulgarian Legation 
and I was taken to the Hotel Atlone 

Q Flease answer the next question و‎ who took part in this international 
commission and when did they leave for hatyn ? 

A On the next day, the 27th of April, we stayed in Berlin and the other 
members of the commission arrived tner>. 


‘aoe ae 0 


A They were the followings Resides me, there were Dr, Jirckler, the chief 
f the Ministry of Justice and first assistant of the Cucharest Univer 
Ye “losawitch, Frofessor for Leral Medicine at Zagreb, who was repre- 

sentative for Croatia; Professor Palmiera, who was Professor for Legal Medicine 


~ 


at Naples; Dr, Orses, Professor of Legal Medicine at Nudapests DreSchubeck, 


Professor of Pathological Anatomy at Bratislava for Slovakiag Dr, Haja, Pros 


Na 


fessor for Legal Medicine at Prague, who represented the so-called Protectorate 


— 


of Bohemia and Moravia; Professor Maving Professor of Legal Medicine, Geneva, 
representative for Switzerland; Dr, Sperleres, Professor for Eye Illnesses, who 
represented Belgium; Dr. De Ourlett, Professor of Anatony, representing Holland; 
Dre Tronso, First assistant for the institute for Legal Medicine at the 
Copenhagen Univorsity, representing Denmark; Dr, Saxein from Helsinki, Finland 
who was also Frofessor for Pathological Anatomy, 

During the entire work of tho commission, a doctor assisted who declared 
that he was a personal representative of President Laval, 

Professor Pilger from Madria also arrived, a very elderly man who did not 
take any part in the work of the commission, 

Q Did all these persons go to Katyn ? 
4 All these persons came to Katyn with the exception of Professor Pilger, 
Q Who besides the members of the commission left for Katyn with you ? 
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A On the 20th we took off from Templehof Airdrome, Berlin for Katyn. 
We took off in two airplanes, about 15 to 20 persons were in each. 

Q Maybe you can see who exactly was there? 

A Together with us was Director Dietz, who met us and accompanied 
USe representing the Ministry of Public Health, There were als press rep- 
resentatives, and also representatives of the sinister of Foreign Affairs, 

a) I will interrupt you. Will you tell us now when did the commission 


arrive in Katyn? 


A The commission arrived in Smolenk on the 25th of April, in the 
evening. 
Q How many yrk days did the commissio? Stay in Smolensk, I insist 


work days? 

A We stayed in Smolensk two days only, the 29th and 30th of April, 
1943 and on the first of May, in the morning, we left Smolensk, 

Q How many times did the members of the commission personally visit 
the mass graves in the Katyn forest? 

A We were twice in the Katyn forest and precisely in the first part 


of the day on the 29th of April. 


Q I mean how many hours did you spend near the mass graves? 
A I consider not mor than three or four hours every time, 
Q were the membersof the commission present once during the exhuma- 


tion of one of the graves? 
A No graves were exhumed in our presence, i.e were shown only 


- 


several graves which had already been exhumed before we arrived. 


) 


£ 


Q , Therefore, you were shown already exhumed graves, near which the 
corpses were already laid out, is that right? 

A Quite right. Near these graves. were exhumed corpses already laid 
out there, 

Q Were the necessary conditions for an objective and an allesided 
scientific examination of the corpses allowed the members of the comnission? 

A The only part of our activity which could be Characteriged as a 
scientific, legal, medical examination was the autopsy carried out by 
certain members of the commission who were themselves legal medical experts 
but there were seven or eight of us who could answer to those qualification 


and as far as I recall only eight corpses were opened. Each of us opened 
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one corpse, except trofossor Heicker, who opened two corpses. Our further 


IT 


activity during these two days bore the character of a rapid examination under 
the direction of Gornans or even a tourist walk and we saw the open graves 

and we were shovm the peasant's house, a few miles distaat from tho Katyn 
forest, where in glass cabinets papers and objects of various sorts were 

kept. We were told that these papers and objects had been found in the 
clothes of the corpses which had been exhumed, 

Q Did you see yourself how these papers were discovered or were they 
s.own to you when they were already in glass cases? 

A Documents which ve saw in the glass cases had already been found 
before we arrived. 

Q uere you allowed to investizate these documents, to examine these 
documents, for instance to see whether the papers were impregnated vith any 
acids coming from thc corpses, from the disintergration of the corpses or to 
carry out any other kind of scientific examination? 

A We did not earry out any scientific examination of these papers. 
As I have already told you, these papers were exhibited in glass cases and 
we did not even touch them. 

Q But I would like you to answer me neverthsless with a short answer, 
yes or no, to a question which I have already put to you bricfly, Were the 
conditions which were created for you and for the members of the commission, 
were these conditions quite adequate for a Scientific examination? 


A 


A In my opinion these conditions can in no way be qualified as ade~ 


quate for a complete and objective scientific examination. the only thing 


which bore the character of a scientific nature wes the a taner 


?^ ^ » ب 


Q But did I rightly understand you, that from th. cleven thousand 
corpses which were discovered only eight were opened by members of the commiss- 
ion? 

A white right, 

Q Please answer the next Question. In what condition were these 


corpses? I would like you to describe the state in which they were and also 


the state of the inner organs, 


A AS to the condition of the corpses in the Katyn 
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graves I can only judge according to tho stato of tho corpse which 


^ 


I nysolf opened. Tho condition of this oorpso was, aS Tar as I 
could ascertain, the sane as that of all tho Otner corpse, The 
Skin was very well p reserved, was partly dricà up, of a brown-rod 
color nnd in sono ports thoro woro bluo nerkinzs from the clothes 
the nails and hair, in nost cascs, had 51702507 fallen out. In tho 
head of the corpse I opened there was & small shot, a bullet wound 
in the nape of the hood, Only an unformed mass renaincd of tho 
brain. The nuscles wero Still proserved to such en cxtent that onc 
could even sce the heart valves. The inner organs wore also pro- 


oe 
i 


Scrved in a good state of presorvetion. But, of course, they were 
iriod up, bent and derkonod. Tho s omech bore the traco of sonc 
sort of contents. à part of tho fe had turnoà into wax. Wo woro 


B m — x - "T A. d» 1 ^ abe vas le 3 , le - & " me سر‎ +. r | = y ` 
inpressoa by the fact that whilo Dolls araggod brutally, no nonbors 


9 


had detached thonsolvos. I dictatod on tho spot of tho oxanination 
a protocol. û Si iler Protocol was dictatse by the other nonbsrs 
of tho connission, This Memorandum was published by tho Goran 


undcr nuribor 827, 


~ 


I would like you to answor tho following question. Did 
the 102851 oxports testify to tho fret shet tney wore in tho 
Graves alrcady threo yeers? 

d 4S to that question I could also only judzo fron tho 
corpso I myself had opcnod, The condition of this corpse, as T 
ave 515503 statod wes typical of tho average condition of tho 
Katyn corpses. Those Corpses were far fron disintotrnted’ since tho 
fat was only beginning to turn into Wax. In ix cpinion those corps 


c? 


ry - > A‏ 47.4 حو ^ د ١ 5 "n 1 m Dye e 4 v ur s r‏ 5 7م 
were buriod for ad 10r snorter poriod of timo ucl turec years, T‏ 

a Aj 5 va ` ^ ly r ب‎ — r r> A 0 , * 7 2 pm e ^ €^ «^ “+ = 
00115 100200 that those corpses had becn buricd not more than a year 


or a ycar and a hal, 
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Thercforc, applying thc criteria of Bulzaris--that 1s, 
of a:r: ro Southern Climatc--you considüoro: 
were 


4 that the corpses that 
oxhunod in the Katyn Forest had been 


for not more than 


lying undor tho carth 
5 yoar and a half? Did I uncscrstand you cor- 
roctly? 
A Yos 8 


quito right. 


for not morc than a 


I considcred that they hed boon buricr 
JOAN and a haif, 
THE PRESIDENT: 


FT? f 2 es ۹ -: 5 " $ - - te 
Iho Tribunal will adjourn 


(The Tribunal 


es ال‎ 
Cl Al 


n Ow ^ 
Journed until 1000 hours, 2 July 1946.) 
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